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BOOKS I N ORBIT 


By Kenneth F. Duchac, Public Library Consul tant 


[Editor's note: This article was delivered as an address on 
September 30, 1958, to the Wisconsin Library Association at 
its annual conference in Racine,] 


When I actually got down to putting something on paper for this 
program, Books in Orbit, I had an interesting time exploring the 
possibilities which the title suggests, When I polled my colleagues 
for ideas, I had some more fun with Books in Orbit, After consider- 
ing implications of orbit--including preparation for launching a 
satellite, the satellite's purpose, the explosion of duds, the ex- 
haust from the rockets, the stages of a rocket (something to tie my 
remarks on)--the final, most ludicrous idea was that we establish 
an orbit here, I would suspend myself in a balloon and toss books 
to the audience here assembled, and you would hurl them back to me, 
hovering near the ceiling of this room in my balloon, 


I was asked to talk about books for adult readers, When Mrs, 
Brann gave me this charge, she suggested this was the place in the 
convention's program for talk about specific books, 


In a little while, I am going to talk about some specific books 
for adults, But, I'm going to reach them by a rather devious route, 
and I hope you will bear with me while I take this road to the Books 
in Orbit, 


I do this because books need a setting, a setting which focuses 
the individual experiences of a heterogeneous audience on a purpose- 
ful chain of ideas leading to the books, This implies a careful 
choice of books which have some common thread or illustrate in various 
ways a common point, Without a setting, the speaker throws away an 
opportunity to use books for a well defined purpose and settles for 
some such general objective as "good public relations for the library" 
or “improving the book-reading habits of the people," 


I also use this devious route because I have some things as 
well as some books I want to talk about, 


Our century has produced increasingly troublesome problems in 
political, social, and economic life, We have changed from a family- 
centered, largely rural people, into a society-centered, urban com 
plex, We live in a world a fraction of its former size and are in 
touch with all its parts in ways which would have been considered 
radically fanciful in pre-World War I days, Our political organisms 
affect our lives as President Taft or even our Progressive Senator 
Bob La Follette could never have imagined, To a people who saved 








their money and paid cash for their first washing machines, "no 
down payment and 36 months to pay" are not only foolish but wildly 
mad, 


We all know some of the effects of the influence of mass com- 
munication media, changed educational and school patterns, the 
avalanche of technological wonders that has destroyed the home with 
a five-dollar-a-week maid, and has made our material standard of 
living the highest of all time, 


There is just one point I would like to pull from this super- 
ficial list, We have become organized, This is my key word today, 
organized, because the process of organization--ever-increasing, 
ever more patterned and constricted--has had and is having a pro- 
found and readily identifiable effect on our lives, 


Organization pervades our lives as never before, We belong 
to medical organizations to pay our hospital bills, Social Security 
organizes us to provide income for our later years, Leagues of 
Women Voters organize us for political activity, Schools organize 
into new and larger systems, And our various governmental units 
regulate even the condition of bicycles, weeds on our vacant lots, 
the removal of snow from our sidewalks, with organizations of great 
size and power, 


(I am the last one to weep about things that are lost, or to 
refuse to accept the changes that have taken place and are taking 
place in my world and my life, There is certainly no more perverse 
and fruitless activity than opposing great movements which are 
found to crush old patterns,) 


Most of this organization is necessary, desirable, and for 
the greatest good to the greatest number, But one of the most 
consequential and disturbing results of this continuing process of 
organizing is in the changing place, the function, and importance 
of the individual in this organized society, 


This new society has placed demands on the individual which 
he is not always well prepared to meet, Fitting old methods of 
operation into a new set of circumstances and conditions is always 
difficult and. challenging, and the American people have shown an 
impressive inventiveness in adapting themselves to change, As 
long as the physical frontier lasted, adaptability was the basic 
requirement for survival, We were a country of individuals making 
our own individual decisions and building a thrilling and enviable 
image of a society of human beings, shaping their independent 
destinies and fortunes, 


These were mainly physical adaptations-=-{"making do" with things 
at hand, working hard against great difficulties, These elements 














are the basics of the American success story, 


It takes no genivs to see that the opportunity for this kind 
of effort, so dominant in our American past, is nearly extinct today, 
Our frontier today is no less real, but not so easy to perceive, for 
our new frontier is in the emotional, psychological climate and 
problems of our times, We are challenged to find new ways of living 
together and with ourselves, 


It is disturbing to note certain indications of the individual's 
inability to cope with our changing times, Although these manifestations 
are not new, the rate of occurrence is increasing at a greatly accel- 
erated pace, Are we not alerted almost daily about increased mental 
and psychosomatic illness, increased family living problems, increased 
number of divorces and broken homes, increased juvenile delinquency, 
increased popularity of the self-help, confidence-building books, 
courses, and individuals, increased emphasis on need for financial 
and social security in job-hunting college graduates, 


Many skilled commentators are writing on this problem of man 
in a changing society--William H, Whyte in The Organization Man for 
one popular example--and are spending their lives trying to fit the 
pieces into some patterns to help us understand ourselves, I would 
not presume to do the job of the social scientists in this talk 
today, 





But from the social scientists' work and our own observations, 
we do know that the predominant concept of the individual today is 
as a unit ot society--as a unit of organizations, This is a great 
change in the traditional nature of the American individual, Whyte 
in The Organization Man calls this "the social ethic: that contem- 
porary body of thought which makes morally legitimate the pressures 
of society against the individual," This is not, in itself, a bad 
thing, nor one we can afford to bewail and deplore, We should, 
instead, recognize the situation as actual and expend our energies 
in learning how to understand and live with it, 





So far as I am concerned, this actuality, this shattering, con- 
vulsive evolution of the role of individual in society pervades our 
entire lives and has penetrating effects on our relations with each 
other, on our self-images, and on the future development of our 
personal identities, 


For my purposes today, I would like to offer two points that are 
particularly significant for us as librarians: 


1, The concept of the individual as a unit of society places great 
power and responsibility in the hands of the capable, the 
articulate, the forceful individuals of this society, (And as 
a corollary, a growing majority of the people abdicate their 








individual powers to the minority, who make and enforce deci- 
sions for them,) 


2. The value of the individual and the value of his individual 
values--human values if you will--tend to be obscured or ignored 
in the process of erecting bigger organizations, 


If these be truly identifiable trends (and you may disagree 
with me), educational agencies can afford to be apathetic or passive- 
ly acceptive about them only at the risk of imminent death, 


Although I should not hope for any return to the hallowed in- 
dividualism that produced the great fortunes and public heroes of 
our last century, my strong hope and conviction is that our demo- 
cratic society in its continuing evolution retains as essential 
the importance and dignity of the individual and further provides 
the opportunity for men better to understand themselves and each 
other, In other words, that the individual in the altered form he 
must take in our organized society confirm his responsibility to 
make judgments and consider changing values with an open mind, 


I think we must always remember that libraries' basic services 
are centered on the individual, And herein lies our great oppor- 
tunity in the context in which I am speaking today, Reading is 
one of the remaining, truly individual human activities, Although 
we organize the distribution of reading materials through book 
clubs, libraries, reading societies, book-centered discussion pro- 
grams, etc,, we must simply accept the fact that reading is essen- 
tially a solitary pursuit and does not lend itself to organization, 
Commnication through reading is an unchanged process--a process 
in which an author's words and images and ideas become a part of 
an individual's wisdom and experience and personality, 


On this basis, I would like to offer a suggestion and a 
direction for our consideration, 


We, as librarians, must improve the quality of library service 
in certain specific directions, and I want to amplify this point 
quite simply, Quality library service, regardless of size and type 
of building or collections or basic services, is still a successful 
mating of books and people, This means that, as librarians, we 
must become more familiar with the materials we use and use our 
time in improving our competence with the materials, It means we 
must develop closer, more concrete relationships with our clientele 
and must be better equipped to understand ourselves amd the world 
and people we live with, We must base our services on the universal 
needs of individuals and the particular needs of our own cormunities, 


Now for the specific direction I suggest we consider today, 
Our good libraries do superb jobs with informational materials-- 














and, even in our smallest libraries. information is frequently 
peddled well, But, this is our easiest,most concrete job--using 
indexes, classification systems, files--all types of bibliographic 
tools, 


I think we pay only lip service to the kind of librarianship 
which involves a real competence and familiarity with the most sig- 
nificant books we have, And, I think I know why this lip service 
status exists: because it is the most difficult, demanding assign- 
ment that can be given to librarians, and one which assumes that 
we are competent enough as individuals to act as interpreters of 
ideas and of human behavior, 


The books I want to talk about are the kind that deal with human 
behavior and ideas--and you will notice from the little list you have 
that they are all fiction titles, mostly books published this fall, 
Fiction is my category, because it seems to me the class of books 
which causes public librarians the most trouble and concer and which 
offers the greatest rewards when its potential is realized, Some vf 
our most significant and satisfying contacts with and influences on 
individuals are through fiction because it is an intensely personal 
medium for both author and reader, It is also the single class of 
books which needs to be read to be skillfully used and puts the 
greatest demands on our time, 


I'm not talking about the bulk of the fiction output--I exclude 
the shoddy pieces that are manufactured by busy workers who turn out 
a comb full of honey or a garbage can full of maggots, I'm excluding 
a lot of titles and types you could name for me--and probably the 
authors and books public libraries circulate by the truckload, 


I am talking about works of fiction that have insight and per- 
ception, that are honest, books that create people and situations 
that reflect the human element, the perplexities, the wisdom, the 
variety, the brilliance and stupidity of our lives--books that com- 
municate dimensions of sorrow, hate, desire--books that evoke our 
compassion, books that revolt us, works of tenderness and love and 
depth, 


These are the books that in our emphasis on outer space are con- 
cerned with the vital center of what Pogo calls inner space, Havelock 
Fllis says it well: "Fiction is the human soul in its myriad and 
ever-changing aspects, which is the one permanently interesting thing, 
And that is why novels have a significance that is not exhausted in 
the brief hour of amusement they give us--and significance which, if 
we see it rightly, goes deep down to the roots of our life," 


I can only wish I had written this perceptive statement, 


Now, let me talk briefly about a few books that are worth know- 
ing and using for all they are worth, 








[Editor's note: At this point, Mr, Duchac presented informal 
remarks about the books listed below, emphasizing that they 
showed the individual finding himself and his place in society 
in a variety of ways and from diverse situations and viewpoints,] 


Auchincloss, Louis, Venus in Sparta, Houghton, $3.50, 
Cheever, John, The Housebreaker of Shady Hill, Harper, 36 
Faulkner, William, Collected Stories, Random, 34.75, 
Feibleman, Peter, A Place Without Twilight, World, #4.75, 
Guerard, Albert, The Bystander, Little, $2.75. 

Ikor, Roger, The Sons of Avrom, Putnam, $4.50, 

Kubly, Herbert, The Varieties of Love, Simon, 9,50, 
Nabokov, Vladimir, Lolita, Putnam, $5, 

Pasternak, Boris, Dr, Zhivago, Pantheon, $5, 


























I should like to repeat, as I close, my belief that we as li- 
brarians conscientiously examine our potential community responsi- 
bility through service to the individual patron in our libraries 
and remember the bald and rather cold statement of Standard 82 
of Public Library Service that libraries should "guide and stimlate 
the use of materials by personal consultation," This is the ultimate 
aim of good library service, Perhaps I have suggested to you that 
at this point in 1958 it is virtually unexplored, unmapped territory, 
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Library Trustees in Other States. FLORIDA - Judge Ora L, Wildermuth, 
an outstanding trustee of the Gary, Indiana, Public Library, who was 
the first recipient of the Trustee Citation of the American Library 
Association, retired and moved to Florida a few years ago, There, 

he began anew, using his prior experience and study of library trustee- 
ship to make his contribution to the public libraries of Florida, 
Very soon, he was elected president of the state-wide organization of 
library trustees in Florida, and in this capacity he has authored 

A Handbook for Florida Library Board Members, 1958, [Wisconsin's 
Handbook is a 1955 publication, too,]##NEBRASKA - Perhaps one of 

the newest state-wide organizations of library board members is in 
Nebraska, established in October, 1958, [Wisconsin's organization 

is only five years old,]*#*+*GHORGIA - A ten-part Home Study Course 

for Library Trustees has been initiated, The course was prepared 

by Tommie Dora Barker, recently retired as Dean of the Library School 
at Emory University,*#+*NEW JERSEY - a state-wide institute is being 
planned in April, On the material publicizing this meeting, the 
trustees are raninded that the cost of attending the institute is a 
legitimate budget expenditure, [Board members of public libraries 

in Wisconsin have the same kind of legal authority,] 
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National Library Week 
April 12-18, 1959 


“FOR A BETTER-READ, BETTER-INFORMED AMERICA” 


National Library Week in 1959 will be observed across the 
nation from April 12 to April 18, For the second consecutive year, 
a special week has been designated to promote the importance of 
reading in American life and the importance of all kinds of librar- 
ies--from the few books on the shelf in a home library to the great 
college and university research libraries in the country, Although 
"a week" has been set aside when libraries and reading will be in 
the limelight, it should go without saying that the underlying pur- 
pose of National Library Week is to awaken our society to the values 
and rewards of reading and libraries throughout every day of the 
year, The Week, however, does provide, as Grace T, Stevenson, Deputy 
Executive Secretary, ALA, has said, "a platform from which to tell 
our story," It is a specific time in the year when national, state, 
and local attention is focused on books and readi the library's 
chief stock in trade, It is, indeed, the time when libraries and 
librarians everywhere should "put their best foot forward" in an 
all-out attempt to increase their communities' sense of the im- 
portance of reading to the individual's, the community's, and the 
nation's life, 


If we are to have communities with their "minds alive," then 
we must have people with their minds awake, We cannot afford to 
have people, communities, states, who are only half-awake as the 
gentleman depicted on the following page for these would only make a 
"half-awake" nation and one destined for downfall, Indeed, the 
"two faces of America," even if different in many respects, must 
both be awake and responsive to the world about them, 


Librarians will do a better job of convincing people of the 
importance of books and reading and accomplish more worth-while and 
lasting support for the libraries in their communities if they plan as 
soon as possible what they want to do for National Library Week 
in 1959, It takes time to get a good committee working together, 
and then more time to "sell" the commnity on the objectives of 
National Library Week, Everyone pays lip service to good reading 
and better libraries, but how many citizens are doing anything con- 
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Ror a betwcr-read, better-informed structive about securing 
metica. For a_bettcr-read, bette! more adequate support for 


inte T- 


better-informed America. For . their community library? 


It is your responsi- 
B bility to see that some- 
send, teencodnieiad Aameaios, 0 thing is done where you 
a better-read, better-informed A are, This year, every 
Wisconsin community, no 
matter how small--or 
large, should plan some 
special activity for 
National Library Week, 
ee . We want all of our citi- 
eter-read, better-inf zens to know that "reading 
Peay tage is the key to success," 
and that for a "Better-= 
read, Better-Informed 
America" we need to "Wake 
Up and Readj" Remember, 
the idea is not to make 
the loudest "splash" but 
to reaffirm the role of 
the printed word in such 
a manner that people will 
demand that their library 
be in the "mainstream" of 
community life, 





An Organization Handbook has been sent to the larger public 
libraries from the National Library Week Headquarters (2) West 0th 
Street, New York 18, N,Y.), The Commission has a few copies for 
loan, However, the planning and preparation for the week in each 
local community may be done effectively without the Handbook, For 
who knowsbetter than you the objectives of the local libraries that 
should get attention during the Week? 





The Wisconsin Library Bulletin, May-June, 1958, published a 
summary of what happened in Wisconsin during National Library Week 
in its first year, Get some ideas from this--but first, as public 
librarians, take the initiative in forming a local NLW Committee, 
Invite school, college, special librarians, library trustees, and 
friends of the library to come together to make plans, Ask well 
informed and interested laymen to serve on a local working (not a 
letterhead) committee, Get started now!! 





The Executive Director of National Library Week for Wisconsin 
is H, Vail Deale, Director of Libraries, Beloit College, Beloit, 
The Chairman of the State-Wide Committee for National Library Week 
is Dr, J, Martin Klotsche, Provost, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, 
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The other members of the State-Wide Committee appointed by Dr, 
Klotsche are as follows: Mrs, Harold F, Allen, President, Wisconsin 
Association of American Council for Better Broadcasts; Roger W, 
Axford, University Extension Division, Racine; Ruth Baumann, Uni- 
versity Extension Division, Madison; William Bruce, Editor, Bruce 
Publishing Company; Bruce L, Cartter, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison; Derral L, Clark, Kiwanis International; Senator W, W, 
Clark, Vesper, Mrs, H, H, Christensen, President, Wisconsin Garden 
Club Federation; Dr, G, W, Cooper, VA Hospital, Tomah; Lawrence 
Denyes, Kenosha Youth Center; Robert J, Dicke, University of 
Wisconsin, Madison; F, J, Flanagan, President, Wisconsin Chamber 
of Commerce Executives; Robert Gard, Wisconsin Idea Theater; 
Stanley Greene, President, Wisconsin League of Municipalities; 
Clarence Grieber, State Board of Vocational and Adult Education; 
Dr, Gunnar Gundersen, President, American Medical Association; 
William Haygood, Wisconsin State Historical Society; Senator Kirby 
Hendee, Milwaukee; Richard R, Hetland, Junior Chamber of Commerce; 
Irene Hoyt, President, Wisconsin Education Association; S, Janice 
Kee, Secretary, Wisconsin Free Library Commission; Matt Knedle, 
Wisconsin Association of County Superintendents; Richard Krug, 
Milwaukee Public Library; Mrs, James Lohr, President, Wisconsin 
Congress of Parents and Teachers; Harold B, McCarty, University of 
Wisconsin, Madison; Robert E, McNally, Lake Geneva; Roy C, Millar, 
President, Wisconsin Library Trustees Association; Mrs, R, G, 
Minarik, Secretary-Treasurer, Wisconsin Library Trustees Association; 
George Piper, President, Junior Chamber of Commerce of Wisconsin; 
A, O, Rahn, A, C, McClurg Representative; C, D, Rejahle, Executive 
Secretary, Wisconsin Association of Vocational and Adult Education; 
Mrs, Grace Schumpert, President, Joint Committee on Education in 
Wisconsin; Milo K, Swanton, Executive Secretary, Wisconsin Council 
of Agricultural Co-operatives; George Tipler, Executive Secretary, 
Wisconsin Association of School Boards; Gus Turberville, President, 
Northland College, Ashland; Ted Walton, State Master, Wisconsin 
State Grange; Henry C, Weinlick, Executive Secretary, Wisconsin 
Education Association; Mrs, R, H, Wenberg, President, League of 
Women Voters of Wisconsin; and Senator Horace W, Wilkie, Madison, 


The first meeting of the State-wide Committee for National 
Library Week was held in Milwaukee on Jamary 23, John S, Robling, 
Executive Director of National Library Week Headquarters, in New 
York City,was the principal speaker, It is the hope of the Wisconsin 
State-Wide Committee for NLW that every community in the State will 
make some kind of specific effort to promote the wise and wider use 
of books and libraries, Don't forget, any effort, no matter how 
small, is never too late nor too little, The opportunity is at hand 
for each of us to help make libraries "makers of our time, not just 
creatures of our times," 
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1959 WLTA DISTRICT MEETINGS 


At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Wisconsin 
Library Trustees Association held in Milwaukee on Jamary 10, it 
was decided that the trustees association would have a separate 
afternoon session at each of the eight district library associa- 
tion meetings to be held in the spring of 1959, according to the 
schedule of dates and places listed on page 20 of this issue of the 
Bulletin, S, Janice Kee, Secretary, Free Library Commission, was 
also present at the planning meeting, 


The afternoon trustees' session at each district meeting is 
to be presided over by a trustee chairman from the district, As 
of this writing, the chairmen have not been named, Roy C, Millar, 
WLTA President, will attend all eight of the district meetings to 
extend greetings from WLTA and the American Association of Library 
Trustees, 


Each trustee session will run from 2:00 to 3:30 P.M, and will 
include: 


1, A Business Meeting: "Do We Want a WLTA District Organization?" 
This meeting may include election of a chairman; decision as to 
future meeting time, either with the librarians or separately 
at a different time and place; and discussion of a WLTA district 
policy work sheet submitted for the group's recommendations, 





2. A Group Discussion: "Are We Using the Handbook for Wisconsin 
library Board Members?" Each trustee will be asked to bring 
his copy of the Handbook, 











Since the topics mentioned above seem of utmost importance to 
the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association and its future, the 
Executive Committee has expressed the hope that trustee attendance 
at the spring district meetings will be up from what it was last 
year, For a resume of trustee attendance at last year's meetings, 
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read the short statement below written by Mrs, R, G, Minarik, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of WLTA, 


TRUSTEE ATTENDANCE AT THE 1958 DISTRICT LIBRARY MEETINGS 


By 


Mrs. R. G. Minarik, Menasha, Secretary-Treasurer, WLTA 


At each of the eight district library association meetings held 
during May, 1958, wLTA sponsored an afternoon session for trustees 
and dealt with the topic, "A Handbook for Wisconsin Library Board 
Members=-wWhat Should It Include?" At each session, a WLTA officer 
served as the discussion leader, using a list of subjects prepared 
by Mrs, A, W, Hammond, WLTA Vice President, and three Commission 
consultants, S, Janice Kee, Secretary, Free Library Commission, 
was present at each session to display sample handbooks published 
by other states and to answer questions that arose concerning specific 
topics, 


The total of 125 trustees attending the eight sessions repre- 
sented only 70 (22.0%) of Wisconsin's 312 public libraries and one 
county library committee, Listed below is a breakdown of the librar- 
ies represented at the district meetings according to size of popu=- 
lation served by the library: 


7 libraries (32%) of the 22 public libraries in the State that serve 
populations of 25,000 and over were represented, 


11 libraries (1%) of the 27 public libraries in the State that serve 
populations of 8,000 to 25,000 were represented, 


14 libraries (50%) of the 28 public libraries in the State that serve 
populations of 4,000 to 5,000 were represented, 


1h libraries (29%) of the 8 public libraries in the State that 
serve populations of 2,000 to 1,000 were represented, 


2 libraries (13%) of the 187 public libraries in the State that 
serve populations of 2,000 and under were represented, 


Of the 125 trustees in attendance at the eight district meetings, 
h trustees (3%) represented a county library committee; 


10 trustees (8%) represented seven libraries serving populations of 
25,000 and over; 
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31 trustees (25%) represented 11 libraries serving populations of 
8,000 to 25,0003 


23 trustees (18%) represented 1) libraries serving populations of 
4,000 to 8,000; 


21 trustees (17%) represented 1) libraries serving populations of 
2,000 to 4,000; and 


36 trustees (29%) represented 2) libraries serving populations of 
2,000 and under, 


Women board members outnumbered the men trustees four to one, 
there being a total of 10) women trustees in attendance and only 
21 men, 


The average attendance at a trustees' session was 16, The 
largest number of trustees at a single session was 22, at La Crosse, 
and the smallest number present at any of the district meetings was 
12, at Oconomowoc, 


The average distance traveled by a trustee to reach a district 
meeting was 29 miles, The greatest distance traveled by a trustee 
was 98 miles, this being from Rhinelander, the northernmost library 
represented, to the Stevens Point district meeting, The Columbus 
library sent one trustee to the Oconomowoc meeting and another 
trustee to the district meeting in Madison, Four trustees from the 
Free Public Library of Stoughton attended the Fort Atkinson meeting, 
and one of these same people also attended the Madison meeting, A 
Black Earth trustee who could have gone 23 miles to Madison or 57 
miles to Fort Atkinson instead chose to travel 87 miles to the 
district meeting at Oconomowoc, 


Although trustees from the host library boards had the shortest 
distance to travel, two of the host library boards, Madison and 
Oconomowoc, were not represented at the meetings, La Crosse (the 
city library board) and Eau Claire were represented by one trustee 
each, Fort Atkinson by two trustees, Fennimore and Stevens Point 
each had four board members present at their respective meetings, 
and five board members of the Elisha D, Smith Public Library at 
Menasha were present for that district meeting, 


Of the 125 library trustees present at the eight district 
meetings, 69 (55%) were neither personal members of WLTA nor were 
they board members of libraries holding institutional memberships, 
Of the 56 board members attending who had some affiliation with the 
Wisconsin Library Trustees Association, 30 were individual members, 
19 of whom also belonged to boards having institutional memberships, 
and 26 others were not personal members but did represent libraries 
having an institutional membership, 
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TKE PROPER CARE AND FEEDING 
OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES 


By Channing L. Bete, former Trustee, 
Greenfield (Mass.) Public Library 
and present Chairman of the Board, 

Library Commissioners in Massachusetts 


Most well equipped public libraries have a board of trustees, 
These trustees are too often either ignored or deplored by the li- 
brarian, whereas they should be put to work at their proper levels-- 
which are (a) policies and (b) politics, 


No one can deny that the basic responsibility of a library 
rests with its board of trustees, They are responsible for its 
finances, its facilities, and for hiring and firing librarians, 
They should therefore be constantly engaged in improving the library's 
services to its community--via better financing, Stuer facilities, 
and better librarians, 


Any self-respecting library trustee should be ready, anxious, and 
willing to 


1, Attend meetings (and stay awake) 





2. Keep posted on library services and problems (and not be afraid 
to ask questions) 


3. Be a good will ambassador for the library in the community (be 
willing to give talks to PTA's, Granges, service clubs, church 
groups, etc,) 





4. Go to bat for the library with the taxpayers and their elected 
officials (at finance meetings, town meetings, person to person) 





5. Mingle with trustees from other libraries at regional meetings 
(and visit other libraries to get ideas) 





6, Strive constantly to improve library services 





Boards of trustees vary greatly in size and composition and 
activity, They should be encouraged by the librarian to meet at 
least once a month, even if she has to invent an excuse for it, It 
is also up to the librarian to make trustee meetings interesting and 
productive (sssuming she gets an invitation to attend), The librarian 
can use these meetings to educate trustees to library problems, and 
to put the trustees to work--pose problems for them to decide, propose 
activities which involve their participation, 








A GOOD LIBRARY TRUSTEE SHOULD: 





ATTEND MEETINGS 
. and stay awake 


KEEP POSTED on library 
affairs -- ask questions 
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GIVE TALKS to local 
groups on the LIBRARY 
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RY Bad, 


GO TO BAT for the 
Library at TOWN MEETINGS 
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Hi 


Mingle with trustees from 
other Libraries 


to GET IDEAS 





© [araar 


A 






Strive constantly 
to IMPROVE 
LIBRARY SERVICES 








Of course, if there is a weak librarian, the trustees must 
assume more responsibility on their own, 


If there is both a weak board of trustees and a weak librar- 
ian--woe to the poor commnity being served, Then the time is 
ripe for an uprising, a neglected patrons' revolution, It is then 
the responsibility of the people to take action, 


Librarians often ask--"What can I do with my board? They're 
dead," First, try prodding them with projects, Invent things for 
them to do, After their first hurt surprise, some may even resign 
and provide room for more interested replacements, Others may 
welcome a chance to be more active in behalf of libraries, You 
never know till you try, 





If "project prodding" doesn't work, the only alternative is to 
build a fire under them! How is this done? Simply by organizing an 
outside group to take an interest in library affairs, Maybe a 
"Friends of the Library" group, or a special committee to raise 
money for a children's room, or a local history seminar, Use your 
imagination, 





In any case, take positive action, Never criticize, Never 
point the finger of blame, Never feel sorry for yourself, Do 
something constructive, If it doesn't work, try something else, 


Keep trying. 


After all, trustees are people, They are basically good people, 
They like libraries and want better library service, the same as 
you do, (Who doesn't?) The problem is ways and means, Ideas for 
action, 








Where's that agenda for the next meeting of the board? 
--Reprinted from North Country Libraries 
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Some wise person says that teaching a child to read and then 
failing tv provide him with books to read is like teaching him to 
use a knife and fork without giving him any food. 
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‘““SOME CAME RUNNING”? 


A Short Story About Cataloging, Classifying, and Cooperation 


One often hears the old adage, "Everybody talks about the 
weather, but nobody does anything about it," And somewhat com- 
parable to this in library circles it seems that "everybody 
is talking about co-operation, but not many are willing to do 
anything about it," But this much cannot be said of 18 public 
libraries located in five southwestern counties of the State, 
because after "talking" for several years these libraries are 
about to embark upon the "doing" stage, 


Beginning in early 1959, these 18 libraries will be par- 
ticipating in the first mlticounty library processing center in 
Wisconsin's history, The library Processing Center, as it is 
officially designated, will centralize the participating li- 
braries' routine library operations related to ordering, classi- 
fying, cataloging, and processing of books, a time consuming but 
important job which heretofore has been done by each of the 
member libraries, often taking valuable time away from the li- 
brarian, during which she could have been performing important 
but often neglected library functions, 


Back in the early part of 1956, the 26 public libraries in 
the counties of Crawford, Grant, Iowa, Lafayette, and Richland 
began meeting together, rather informally, to talk about various 
means of improving library service in their individual libraries, 
Known as the Southwest Association of Public Libraries--SWAPL-- 

a name most appropriate for a group organized to swap ideas about 
improving library service, this group of librarians has contimed 
to meet periodically since the organization was first formed 
several years ago, 


The SWAPL group has always asked that a public library con- 
sultant from the Commission attend their periodic meetings, and 
through this happy and fortunate circumstance the Commission was 
able to learn of the desire of this group to improve their li- 
braries' services, After learning of their interest in a cen- 
tralized processing center as a desirable beginning of co-opera- 
tive effort, a Commission staff member, John C, Frantz, formulated 
a plan for such an operaticn, a plan which would make federal- 
grant funds available to the project if the participating libraries 
agreed to meet certain minimum requirements, 


The library processing center "idea" was talked up and explained 
in detail, during late summer and early fall of 1958, to all the 
interested public libraries in the five-county area, To bring the 
Center to life, it was necessary for the interested libraries to 
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sign an agreement with the Wisconsin Free Library Commission in 
order to be eligible for federal support for the project, Mr, 
Frantz, with the advice and aid of the other Commission staff 
members, then worked out such an agreement to present to the li- 
braries in the five-county area for their consideration, 


Under the terms of this contract, for two years the Commission 
agreed that the Center would (1) be located in one of the communities 
represented in the project; (2) be operated by a staff employed by 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission; (3) be equipped by the Com- 
mission; (1) be a headquarters for compiling and entering the book 
orders of the participating libraries, receiving the books, prepar- 
ing them for community use, and delivering them to local libraries, 


To become a participating member of the Center, the agreement 
stated that the local libraries mst agree (1) to place book orders 
through the Center amounting to not less than 75% of their expendi- 
tures for books, (2) to pay a service charge of 10¢ (ten cents) per 
volume ordered, (3) to accept the uniform methods established by 
the Center; and () to promote understanding of the purposes of the 
Center and its continuance after the two-year demonstration period, 


With a tentative draft of this agreement in his brief case, 
Mr, Frantz, who had worked with the SWAPL group for several years, 
went about the five-county area explaining the terms of the contract 
and telling librarians and trustees how the Center would "work," 
This done, a final formal agreement was prepared and mailed out to 
all 26 libraries in the five southwest Wisconsin counties, 


There followed many anxious days for the Commission staff since 
it was necessary that most of the libraries in the area sign the 
contract signifying their willingness to participate, in order to 
provide the minimum volume of business needed to put the Center into 
operation, However, the initial results were almost immediately forth- 
coming and very gratifying, At least the Commission knew then that 
some libraries were willing to do more than "just talk about co-operat- 
ing," 


"Some Came Running" to this opportunity, others only walked, a 
few stood still--and unfortunately a few walked off in the opposite 
direction, Nevertheless, by the end of the year (1958), the Commis- 
sion had received enough signed contracts to know that the "show could 
be put on the road" very shortly, To date, 18 public libraries in 
the five-county area--Argyle, Barneveld, Benton, Blanchardville, 
Bloomington, Boscobel, Cassville, Cuba City, Darlington, Fennimore, 
Gays Mills, Lancaster, Mineral Point, Platteville, Prairie du Chien, 
Richland Center, Shullsburg, and Viola have signed the contracts to 
participate in this co-operative project, Only eight libraries-- 
Belmont, Blue River, Cobb, De Soto, Dodgeville, Livingston, Montfort, 
and Muscoda have elected to remain out of the co-operative project 
at this time, 
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Having received sufficient commitments to initiate the project, 
the Commission's next task was to get the project under way, To 
help do this job, especially the selecting of a site for the project, 
a liaison committee of representatives of the participating libraries 
in the Library Processing Center was named to work directly with the 
Free Library Commission, The members of the liaison committee are 
Mrs, Irma Bailey, librarian, Fennimore, Dwight Parker Public Library; 
Mrs, Marian Lathrop, librarian, Platteville, Free Public Library; and 
Mrs, Anne Elston, Lancaster, library board member and news editor, 
Grant County Independent, 





In January, this committee met with S, Janice Kee, Secretary, 
Free Library Commission, and Jewel C, Hardkopf, special consultant 
to the project, to select the location of the centralized process- 
ing center, From among the possible sites in three of the most 
centrally located cities in the five-county area, the committee chose 
Fennimore as the location for the Center, In Fennimore, the Center 
will be located in the Public Library building, and, as this is writ- 
ten, the quarters are being remodeled and furnished, equipment has 
been ordered, the special consultant to the project, accompanied by 
a regular Commission consultant, is making the first round of visits 
to the participating libraries, and recruiting for personnel has 
begun, All that remains then, before the Center is "open for business} 
is for the personnel to be hired and the new library processing equip- 
ment and materials to arrive, 


The Center will be furnished with modern library equipment, 
materials, and machines, which will be used to order, classify, 
catalog, and prepare books for use by the participating libraries, 
The staff of the Center will consist of a supervising librarian and 
a typist, who will be employed by the Free Library Commission, under 
the rules and regulations for State civil service, 


It is anticipated that the Center will begin operations about 
March 1, The special benefits expected by the participating librar- 
ies include not only more help on library problems from Commission 
staff in the area but also more time for the local librarian to 
spend on such valuable activities as preparing book talks, book 
lists, and displays; improving reference services; improving readers! 
advisory services to adults, young people, and children; developing 
community contacts and offering improved services to groups; and 
engaging in planning for basic, long-range improvement in public 
library service to the community, Also, librarians will have access 
to book-selection tools, professional guidance in period book-selection 
meetings, and a better card catalog (index) in the local libraries, 
Insight into ways libraries can co-operate and develop complete 
regional library service in the area will be an additional benefit 
to the participants, All in all, then, this looks like it will be a 
significant step forward in the development of public library service 
in this area of the State, 
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And what are the really significant ingredients that have 
gone into this potentially successful and important co-operative 
venture in southwest Wisconsin? It may come as a surprise to 
some, but it didn't really take anything so scarce or so hard to 
obtain that other groups of libraries in the State couldn't 
duplicate this or a similar project,if they so desired, Mostly, 
it took an effort on the part of librarians and trustees to get 
together, initially, to discuss how to improve upon their present 
service in their separate libraries, Through such meetings, an 
atmosphere of mutual trust and understanding developed, out of 
which came the idea for a more ambitious, co-operative undertaking, 
But it did take something more than meeting together to bring this 
venture to its initial operating stage, The 18 member libraries 
of the Library Processing Center are benefactors of the Library 
Services Act, It was the provisions of the Library Services Act, 
in fact, which provided the incentive for libraries in the five- 
county area to get together, And no one recognizes more surely 
than the participating members that the Library Processing Center 
would still be only a dream if it weren't for the federal-grant 
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CUTTING DOWN ON SALT 


Suppose a family's budget for food looked like this: 


Meat » per month . ew cecce cs $12,00 
Milk, per month . «ee eeee 5,00 
Groceries, per month 35,00 
Salt y per WM 1 6 6 es we 6 10 


What would you think of the brains of the head of the house if 
he said, "Strict economy being necessary, let us cut down on salt"? 
But to cut down on the relatively tiny amounts a community spends 
on its public library service is to cut down on the intellectual salt 
which gives savor to most of life; which brings out the flavor and 
meaning of many of life's happenings; which, especially in times of 
material hardship and privation, can do more than any other one factor 
to make life palatable, Don't cut the salt out of your budget! 


A statement by Mrs, Fisher, written for and 
distributed by the ALA in 1933, when contribu- 
tions to libraries were at their lowest ebb, 


(Reprinted from the Book-of-the-Month Club, Inc,, Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher memorial pamphlet, published in December, 1958) 
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1959 DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING SCHEDULE 


At a meeting held in the Milwaukee Public Library on Jamary 
10, the chairmen of the district associations and the Wisconsin 
Library Association Board decided on the schedule listed below for 
the anmal district meetings to be held in 1959, Mrs, Sadie 
Somerfield, La Crosse, representing the Wisconsin Library Trustees 
Association Board, and S, Janice Kee of the Free Library Commission, 
Madison, were also present at the meeting, 


Name of 
Association Chairman Place Date 

Devils Lake Margaret Lutovsky Baraboo May 4 
Portage 

Rock River Valley Mary L, Bray Elkhorn May 6 
Elkhorn 

Second Romona Dasenbrock Horicon May 7 
Horicon 

Wisconsin Valley Shirley Barta Merrill May 8 
Antigo 

Indianhead Theodora Haman Superior May 12 
Eau Claire 

West Central Frances R, Perry West Salem May 1) 
Black River Falls 

Southwestern Lea M, Ashbacher Lancaster May 15 
Prairie du Chien 

Fox River Valley Marie W, Barkmanr Sheboygan May 21 
Sheboygan 


It was decided by the group that the programs this year will 
be scheduled generally as follows: 


9:00-10:00 A.M, Registration, coffee hour 
10:00-10:15 A.M, Introductions, greetings, etc, 
10:15-12:15 P.M, Wisconsin's State Plan--Finding Your Peg--with 


time for discussion of the four existing projects 
under Library Services Act 





12:30- 2:00 P.M, Incheon, speaker if desired; Wisconsin author, 
perhaps 


2:00=- 3:30 P.M, District association business meeting and a 
workshoptype program for librarians 


2:00- 3:30 P.M, Wisconsin Library Trustees Association business 
meeting and workshop for trustees 


3:30- 4:00 P.M, Joint district association-WLTA meeting, if de- 


sirable i.e 
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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 











GET SOME STOCK--SHARE THE DIVIDENDS 


Become a Member of the Wisconsin Library Association 


Have you shared the dividends paid by the Wisconsin Library 
Association in 1958? You can--by taking advantage of the time- and 
money-saving work done for you by the WLA committees, For example, 
last year the Public Relations Committee sponsored the printing of 
colorful and strikingly attractive posters on a variety of subjects, 
and made them available at a very low price, Incidentally, that 
committee has plans to repeat their performance this year, and both 
last year's series and a new 1959 series will be made available, 
provided enough of the subscriptions are received, (For further 
information on this, see preceding announcement,) Any other 
dividends? Yes, indeed, the Work With the Senior Citizens Committee 
compiled a books and materials list, "Add Life to Your Years," es- 
pecially for use with older people, This list is available in 
quantity from the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, State Capitol, 
Madison, 


Be sure you have some WLA stock (membership) in 1959, and in- 
vite your friends to also get on the dividend list, If you are 
interested in becoming a member of the Wisconsin Library Association, 
list your name, vosition title, and library as you wish it to appear 
in the 1959 WLA Membership Directory and send your membership dues 
to Martha J, Petty, Director of Children's Work, Gilbert M, Simmons 
Library, Kenosha, Wisconsin, according to the following membership 
dues scale: 











Individual Dues Institutional Dues 
Annual Salary Annual Budget 
Under 32,000 $2.00 Under ‘35,000 $ 2,00 
2000-2 ,999 3.00 5000-9 ,999 3,00 
3, 900-3 ,999 00 10,000=2),,999 6,00 
4,000-), 999 5.00 25 ,000~1,9 ,999 9,00 
5 000-5 ,999 6,00 50 ,000=99 ,999 15,00 
6,000 ana over 7,00 100,000 and over 30,00 
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WLA POSTER PROJECT--1959 


Did you miss your chance to get beautiful library posters last 
year? Well, don't fret if you did because, according to a recent an- 
nouncement by the WLA Public Relations Committee,you will have a 
chance to buy either last year's series or a brand new 1959 series, 


Mrs, Erma Graeber, a professional artist from Rhinelander, again 
plans to design a new series of 10 posters calculated to add sparkle 
to library displays, The WLA Public Relations Committee will need 
at least 0 subscribers to underwrite the cost of the poster project, 


Mrs, Graeber has also agreed to reproduce last year's series of 
10 posters if the committee receives at least 30 subscriptions for 
them, The cost for either series will be nominal--about $6, a very 
reasonable amount for such attractive promotional materials, 


For further information on the series or for placing your orders, 
write to any of the WIA Public Relations Committee members listed 
below, Remember, you may order either one or both of the 10-poster 
series at a cost of about $6 per series, If the committee doesn't 
receive enough subscriptions to begin the project, your money will 
be refunded, 


Wisconsin Library Association 
Public Relations Committee 
Richard C, Cooklock, Chairman 
Librarian, Wisconsin State College, River Falls 
Edward Lynch 
Librarian, Waukesha Public Library, Waukesha 
Mrs, Jane L, Greene 
Director, Door County Library, Sturgeon Bay 
Mrs, Kay Biwer 
Librarian, Marathon County Library, Wausau 





GRADUATE LIBRARY SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP 
FOR 1959-60 ANNOUNCED 


The Wisconsin Library Association announces the Ziegler Founda- 
tion Scholarship, donated by the Ziegler Foundation of West Bend, 
Wisconsin, for the academic year 1959-60, 


This scholarship will consist of a $1,000 grant, plus an op- 
tional loan to the scholar up to $500, bearing interest at two per 
cent and due on July 1, 1962, 
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Qualifications: The recipient must be: 


1, <A resident of Wisconsin 

2. Qualified for admission to an accredited 
library school 

3, Willing to take a public library position in 
Wisconsin for one year and urged to make initial 
contribution in the State 

h, Able to begin with the 1959-60 school year 


To apply: 1, Address inquiries to the Chairman of the Scholarship 
Committee, Miss Kathryn J, Flynn, Shorewood Public 
Library, 2209 East Capitol Drive, Milwaukee 1l, 
Wisconsin, 
2, All applications and completed credentials must be 
received on or before May 15, 1959, 


Scholarship Committee 
Edith Dudgeon 
S, Janice Kee 
Ruby Roeder 
Rachel K, Schenk 
Kathryn J, Flynn, Chairman 
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LIBRARIES AND READING 


From a Broadcast by Alex Drier in 1958 


"Look again, mister, This is 1958, Thousands of libraries 
across the country are as modern as your self-popping, triple-threat 
toaster, and twice as active,,, And it is important to know that a 
library is no longer a place where books are kept, tt a place where 
books circulate, 


"These are no musty warehouses, these libraries, They are busy, 
humming market places of ideas, where the fields of interest are not 
narrowed to the educational or cultural, but are as limitless as the 
span of man's own consciousness: a veritable treasure chest,., A 
library, to our way of thinking, is a kind of intellectual service 
station where you grease the gears of knowledge and leave with a full 
tank of satisfaction and assurance,,, 


"This is a field of vast importance to all America,,,an indispen- 
sable and integral part of the social and economic streams of American 
life, And yet we spend less in it and on it than we do for movie tickets!" 
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SELECTED FORA SPECIAL PURPOSE 








SOME CHOICE BOOKS OF 1958 


For different reasons of excellence, the books on this list 
are considered choice: some for the graphic and sympathetic por- 
trayal that adds another dimension to the reader's understanding, 
others for the flavor and finesse of expression, still others for 
the impact of the subject matter, or a combination of these quali- 
ties, Also, a choice book gives a reading experience that draws 
people together in animated discussion and friendly recognition, 


American Views 


The American Earthquake by Edmund Wilson, Doubleday-Anchor, $6, 
Some of the distinguished critic's early pieces on the American 
scene for a solid contemporary look at the twenties and the De- 
pression, 





Eisenhower: Captive Hero by Marquis Child, Harcourt, #4,.75. 
An analysis of the popular hero's transition to the world of 
politics, with some acute and provocative judgments, 





The Insolent Chariots by John Keats, Lippincott, $3.95. 
A steam-roller attack on the American automobile and the industry 


in broad satire, 





Madison Avene, U,S,A, by Martin Mayer, Harper, $4.95, 
The advertising business--its organization, promotions, agencies, 
in animated style, 





Moonlight at Midday by Sally Carrighar, Knopf, $6.50, 
An appreciative look at our new State, Alaska, 





On My Own by Eleanor Roosevelt, Harper, $4. 
A distinguished American tells another important chapter of her 
fascinating and influential life, 
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Only in America by Harry Golden, World, $), 





Some wise but humorous, strong but gentle essays about the con- 
dition of the U,S, today, 


Reflections on America by Jacques Maritain, Scribner, $3.50, 
The distinguished French philosopher makes an appreciative analysis 
and gives a charge to Americans, 





The Internationa] Scene 


Bitter Lemons by Lawrence Durreli, Dutton, $3.50, 





A rich book--of the delights and despair of life in the civil unrest 
of Cyprus today, 


The Blanket by A, A, Murray, Vanguard, %3,50, 


A short, dramatic novel of a young African's involvement in a ritual 
murder, 


Doctor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak, Pantheon, $5, 





The great novel of the survival of man's spirit, awarded 1958's 
Novel Prize for Literature, 


Lost World of the Kalihari by Laurens Van Der Post, Morrow, $4. 
A philosophical, fact-filled account of the last of the African 
Bushman, 





Naked Under Capricorn by Olaf Ruhen, Lippincott, $3, 





A counterpart to American frontier stories is this adventure of the 
settling of Australia's "outback," the aborigines' country, 


Reveille for a Persian Village by Najmeh Najafi, Harper, bh. 
A Persian girl tells an inspiring story of working to better her 
own home village, 





Ten Thousand Things by Maria Dermout, Simon, $3.75. 
A beautiful evocation of the Dutch Indies in an artistic and 
stylistic novel, 


The Ugly American by William Lederer and Eugene Burdick, Norton, 
3015. 


A fictional critique of American representatives abroad, calculated 
to raise the blood pressure, 





The View Wi th 5's 


Breakfast at Tiffany's by Truman Capote, Random, $3,50, 
Three brilliant stories and the title novelette, a modern, percep- 
tive study of a young woman of easy virtue and doubtful morals, 
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Home From the Hill by William Humphrey, Knopf, 93,95, 
A strange Texas family fulfills its tragic destiny in an atmos- 
pheric, plotted novel, 





A Place Without Twilight by Peter Feibleman, World, $4.75, 
Sensitive and perceptive novel of a young Negro gril who battles 
black ignorance rather than white oppression in her struggle to 
achieve her own identity, 





They Came to Cordura by Glendon Swarthout, Random, $3,50, 
A gripping, sometimes brutal adventure of a group of men and one 
woman, set in Mexico in 1916, which studies courage and man's 
sometimes strange behavior, 





Varieties of Love by Herbert Kubly, Simon, $4,50, 
Compassionate short stories of love in its many guises--carnal, 
filial, platonic, both sweet and sour, 





Cultural Views 


Part of a Long Story by Agnes Boulton O'Neill, Doubleday, $),50, 
Eugene O'Neill's wife tells of the dramatic genius during his 
creative and wild years of the early twenties--an unusual auto- 
biography, 





The Private World of Pablo Picasso by David Duncan, Harper, #5, 
Many pictures of the artist at work, in his home, in his family 
life, by an artistic photographer, 





The Proud Possessors by Aline Saarinen, Random, $5.95, 
A galaxy of American art collectors in fact and in sparkling 
anecdote, 





Writers at Work by Malcolm Cowley, Viking, $5, 
Frank and direct interviews with living fiction writers, 





Our World o f Science 


Aku Aku by Thor Heyerdahl, Rand McNally, 6,75, 
Faster Island, one of civilization's great mysteries, is explored 
and revealed in a holding, quasi-scientific account, 


The Arctic Year by Peter Freuchen, Putnam, 35,95, 
The noted explorer recalls the natural wonders of the frozen world, 





Avalanche by Joseph Wechsberg, Knopf, $\, 
What one January, 1954, avalanche did to a small village in the 
Austrian Alps, in vivid and unforgettable tems, 
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Grand Canyon by Joseph Wood Krutch, Sloane-Morrow, $5, 
America's natural wonder, its geological past and historical 
present, in glowing prose, 





Paths Across the Earth by Lorus and Marjorie Milne, Harper, $3.75. 
The fascinating story of the migration of wildlife, 





The Voyage of the Lucky Dragon by Ralph Lapp, Harper, $3.50, 
A reporter narrates the tale of the Japanese fishing boat that 
was showered with radiation fall-out--the men and events of an 
international situation, 





BOOKS AS MEMORTALS 


Books About Our Country 


Angle, Paul M, The American Reader; from Columbus to today, 1958, 
703p. Rand McNally, $7.50, 





Broderick, Robert C, Historic Churches of the United States, 1958, 
262p, Funk, $3.95, 





Brockway, Wallace, and Winer, Bart Keith, Homespun America, 1958, 
83lp, Simon and Schuster, $10, 





Durant, John, and Durant, Alice, Pictorial History of American 
Presidents, 1955, 320p, Barnes, $10, 





Kettell, Russell Hawes, The Pine Furniture of Early New England, 
1929, Unpaged, Dover, $10, 





Life (periodical), eds, America's Arts and Skills, 1957, 172p, 
Dutton, $13.95, 


National Geographic Society, Indians of the Americas, 1955, 431p, 
National Geographic Society, $7.50, 








Whiffen, Marcus, The Public Buildings of Williamsburg, 1958, 269p, 
Colonial Williamsburg, $12.50, 





Books About Nature 


LeDanois, Edouard, Fishes of the World, 1957, 190p, Countryman 
Press, 412,50, 





Newberry, Cyril, The Beauty of Birds, 195), 103p, Hanover House, 
$4.95. 
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Sanderson, Ivan I, Living Mammals of the World, 1955, 303p. 
Hanover House, $9.95, 





Werner, Alfred, introduction by, Butterflies and Moths, 1956, 
175p, Random House, $10, 





Beok s About Gardea s 


Church, Thomas, Gardens Are For People, 1955, 28p, Reinhold, 
$10, 





Fitch, James M,, and Rockwell, F, F, Treasury of American Gardens, 
1956, 175p, Harper, $12,50, 





Howland, Joseph E, House Beautifui Book of Gardens and Outdoor 
Living, 1958, 376p, Doubleday, $10, 


Rose, James C, Creative Gardens, 1958, 208p, Reinhold, $10, 








Book s About Art 


Barr, Alfred H,, Jr, Masters of Modern Art, 239p, Museum of 
Modern Art, $15, 





Judson, Sylvia Shaw, introduction by, The Quiet Eye; a way of 
looking at pictures, 195), Unpaged, Regnery, #5. 





Praeger Picture Encyclopedia of Art, 1958, 58p, Praeger, 917.50, 





Books About Speeialties 


Anchor Manual of Needlework, 1958, 499p, Branford, $11.75. 





Freuchen, Peter, Peter Freuchen's Book of the Seven Seas, 1957. 
512p, Messner, $8.95, 





Hoke, Helen, and Hoke, John, Music Boxes Their Lore and Lure, 
1957, 9p, Hawthorn, $10, 





Teshigahara, Sofu, Ikebana Japanese Flower Arrangements, 1958, 
8lp, Crowell, $10.95, 
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EXHIBITS FOR PROMOTING BOOKS AND READING 


An exhibit of books may be used effectively in connection with 
a special library program, A number of special exhibit collections 
may be borrowed from the Traveling Library Department, and the loan 
period may be arranged to coincide with the usefulness of the exhibit 
The books do not circulate, 


1, Lewis Carroll Shelf Award Books 
Made uv of the 16 books chosen for this award at the State-Wide 
Book Conference, November 1, 1958, Wisconsin Center, 
2, Newbery and Caldecott Award Books 
Includes a copy of each Newbery Award (1922-1958) and each 
Caldecott Award (1939-1958), 
3. Book Endorsements 
Consists of the titles and a portfolio of the letters from the 
American leaders who participated--President Eisenhower, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, etc, 
lh, Foreign Children's Books 
Is a growing exhibit; new titles are added from time to time, 
5. Book Bait 
A collection of 63 adult books that are popular with young 
people, As determined by the members of the Association of 
Young People's Librarians of the American Library Association, 
6, Interesting Adult Books of 1957-58 for Young People 
17 titles from a list issued yearly by the Young Adult Services 
Division of the ALA as a guide to reading for young people, 
7. Winifred Davis Memorial, Building a Home Library 
Includes the 10 volumes of the Through Golden Windows anthology 
chosen by Reely, Leary, Fenner, Smith, and Beust and 30 or 10 
other titles for family reading (in process), 
8, The Traveling Book Fxhibit 
Includes from 300 to 400 selected titles of 1957-58 which have 
been listed in the children's and young people's book notes 
section of the Wisconsin Library Bulletin, These are review 
copies provided by the Publishers! Liaison Committee of ALA, 
9, N, C, Wyeth Exhibit 
Consists of 17 classics illustrated by N, C, Wyeth, 
10, Special Editions of Popular Classics 
Many of these books are published by Heritage Press, 
11, Books as Memorials 
An exhibit of books that are appropriate for this purpose, 
12, A Reference Collection in Paperbacks (in process) 
13, Book Illustration--From Illumination to the Present Day 
A small exhibit of oversize books that are on the subject, 
14, Other Times, Other Places, Other People 
Books of travel and description that are handsomely illustrated, 















































Exhibits will also be selected upon request, 
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IN | AND OUT 
OF THE COMMISSION OFFICES 




















By S. Janice Kee, Secretary 
Written on January 23, 1959 


Apologies} we feel we must offer a word of explanation and apology 
for the late arrival of the last issue of the Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin, At best, it was difficult to get the November=December 
issue prepared and out through the Christmas season, But never 

did we suppose that any one issue would have such a prolonged set- 
back because of just about everything that can happen in addition 
to the Christmas rush--illness of staff, mechanical difficulties, 

a serious mistake of a photographer, and the wedding and honeymoon 
of the man in charge, This leads me to a news item, 





Congratulations are in order for George D, Russell, who was married 
on January 4, 1959, Mrs, Russell is a candidate for a doctor's 
degree in Education at the University of Wisconsin, George will 
remain on the Commission staff until September 15, 1959, 





New and Better, Have you had any dealings with artists and com=- 

mercial designers recently? ‘e have! Doubtless you are aware of 
the Bulletin's new look, and we hope it pleases you as much as it 
does us, ‘We are hopeful, too, that its content will be as useful 
to you as the new design is attractive to us! 





News Items, Kenneth Duchac and S, Janice Kee of the Commission 
staff, Mrs, Ella Veslak and Mrs, irna Hoeffs of Shawano, and Marie 
Bbarkman, Sheboygan, Chairman, State-ide Advisory Committee to 

the ALA Library-Community Project in Wisconsin attended a three-day 
conference in Chicago, December 10-12, 1958, The purpose of this 
program was to help the recipients of the ALA=LCP grant learn how 
to interpret data gathered in the community study and to make plans 
for library programs to meet the needs of the community as identi- 
fied in the study, 


--Jewel C, Hardkopf has returned to the Commission staff on a short- 
term appointment to establish the southwest Wisconsin Library Pro- 
cessing Center, Miss Hardkopf will be remembered as the librarian- 
management analyst who conducted the study of the Traveling Library 
last year, 
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--Plans are being developed for a state-wide survey of public li- 
brary conditions in Wisconsin, to be conducted by specialists in 
librarianship, political science, and education from the University 
of Wisconsin, More information on this will be in the next issue 
of the Bulletin, 


Governor's Budget. Governor Gaylord A, Nelson has stated he will 
recommend in his first budget message to the Legislature an appropria- 
tion for only one year, During the coming year, a comprehensive study 
program will be under way, including review of budget requirements for 
the year of 1960-61, It is understood that extensive public hearings 
will be conducted next summer on all State programs, 





In this column in the last issue of the Bulletin, we explained 
briefly the budget procedure and the Commission's budget request, 
Since that was written, the Governor has made his recommendations 
for the 1959-60 budget, The Commission's request (excluding Legisla- 
tive Reference) and the Governor's recommendations are as follows: 








Requested Governor's 
Budget, 1959-60 Recommended Budget 
Personal Services $145,194 $125, 365 
Materials & Services 29,325 25,000 
vapital Outlay 1,950 1,000 
Books 20 ,000 11,000 
$196,169 $162, 365 


Not recommended by the Governor were the four added positions, 
the full amount requested for books, and other miscellaneous items, 


Public hearings on the budget before the Joint Finance Committee 
of the Legislature will begin in February, 


Use of Federal Funds, It is time to add the score! We of the Com- 
mission staff have been impressed by a recent release from the Library 
Services Branch, U,S, Office of Education, which reveals that public 
library service in rural areas (under 10,000 population) has had a 
tremendous boost since funds were made available to the states by 

the passage of the Library Services Act in 1956, The first federal 
grants under this program were made in early 1957; Wisconsin's came 

in March of that year, 





Let's take a look at. the accomplishments on a national basis, and 
see where Wisconsin fits into the picture of progress, The report 
of the Library Services Branch is based on annual reports from the 
states and territories except Items 1-l, which are based on only 40 
reports, 
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Summary statements from the report are quoted below and are 
followed with comments on Wisconsin's contribution to the nation- 
wide picture: 


1. "Aporoximately 800 rural counties across the nation are re- 
ceiving new or improved public library service, Some 30 of 
these counties had no library service within their borders 
prior to the Library Services Act," 


Of Wisconsin's 71 counties, some 50 would be considered 
"yural counties" under the terms of the Library Services Act, All 
of the 71 counties have reported one or more public libraries within 
their borders, If we say that individuals without public libraries 
and existing libraries have benefited from better book service from 
the Traveling Library, more assistance from public library consult- 
ants, more help from an expanded Bulletin, and more publications, 
Wisconsin may be included, to a degree, in the first sentence of 
the first statement, 


2. "Over 130 county and regional library development projects were 
in operation in 6 out of the 50 states and territories partici- 
pating in the Library Services Act program," 


Wisconsin does not score at all in this case, The proposed 
La Crosse County and Waukesha County library projects failed to re-= 
ceive support of the County Boards; the Milwaukee Public Library 
Rural Service Project is not scheduled to begin before early 1959; 
and the Four-County (Bayfield, Ashland, Iron, and Price) Project 
is slated to get under way later in the spring of 1959, 


3. "More than 90 bookmobiles have been purchased and placed in 
operation in rural areas by state library extension agencies," 


Here the Free Library Commission's demonstrator bookmobile is in- 
cluded, To date, this bookmobile has been used only in exhibits, 
However, plans are being made to put it into operation in the Four- 
County Area (Bayfield, Ashland, Iron, and Price) in the spring of 
1959, 


lh, "State library agencies have been able to strengthen their staffs 
by adding more than 70 field consultants, 100 other professional 
librarians, and 300 clerks, bookmobile drivers, and other em- 
ployees to improve library service," 


The Free Library Commission staff has been greatly strengthened 
by adding a mumber of employees paid by federal funds, For example, 
Kenneth Duchac's salary has been paid half from the ALA Library- 
Community Project and half from federal funds, George Russell, 
Research Associate, whose part-time job is to work on the Wisconsin 
Library Bulletin, is paid from federal funds, A management analyst, 
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a bookmobile driver, library assistants, and several part-time 
workers have been enployed for special jobs and to carry extra 
work load resulting from not only the impact of the federal 
program but also from a normal increase of demands made upon 

the Commission for services, On January 1, the Commission had 
the equivalent of four full-time employees on the federal payroll, 


5. "Over $7 million has been expended to buy books and other in- 
formational materials for use in rural areas," 


During the period, January, 1957, to June, 1958, the Commission 
spent $46,312 of. federal funds to build up the book collection of 
the Traveling Library, while only $14,117 of state appropriated funds 
were made available and expended for books, Yes, Wisconsin has used 
a sizable amount of federal funds to buy books! 


6, "State funds for the extension and improvement of public library 
service to rural areas have increased more than 5% since 1956," 


Wisconsin's record of increases in state appropriations for 
the improvement of public library service since 1956 contributed 
greatly to bringing down the national average, Our records indicate 
a 15% increase, and actually only 2% of that amount was for expanding 
the program; 13% represents the cost of an across-the-board raise 
in salaries of all state employees passed by the 1957 Legislature, 





7. "Two States (Arizona and Utah) appropriated funds for the first 
time for state library extension service," 


The Wisconsin Free Library Commission was established in 1895, 
It was the first state library commission west of New York State, 
the sixth in the nation, 


8, "Two States (Minnesota and Oregon) achieved their first state 
grant-in-aid programs as a result of the Library Services Act," 


There are now 22 states in the nation that provide grants-in- 
aid to public libraries, Wisconsin librarians and trustees have sup= 
ported "state aid" legislation several times in the past years but 
have not yet been successful in securing passage of their bills, 


9. "To decrease costs and time required in getting books ready for 
public use, 23 states developed centralized processing projects 
to serve local libraries," 


Wisconsin is not represented in this count, but the Library 
Processing Center for public libraries in the southwestern part of 
the State, announced elsewhere in this issue, will be included in 
the next annual report, 
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10, "Twenty-two states improved the physical quarters of their 
state library agencies to achieve better space in which to 
administer their development programs," 


We have not achieved better space, but 706 Williamson St, has 
been made a more desirable place to work by the addition of steel 
files for the Extension Professional Library materials, a map case, 
an electric typewriter and a pasting machine, a Thermo-Fax, 
Stenorettes for public library consultants, some desks and posture 
chairs, and other miscellaneous equipment items, 


11, "Fourteen states initiated or expanded regional branches of 
their state library agencies to bring improved and extended 
library services closer to their rural areas," 


Wisconsin is not included, Michigan is one midwestern State 
that operates a regional branch of the state agency in the Upper 
Peninsula, 


12, "Two States (Nevada and Pennsylvania) completed state-wide 
library surveys," 


Plans are being made for a state-wide study of library condi- 
tions in Wisconsin, 


13. "To increase the short supply of experienced and skilled li- 
brarians, 17 states conducted in-service training programs and 
five states provided scholarships for professional library 
training," 


Numerous county-wide or multicounty one-day workshops have 
been conducted by public library consultants--some of which would 
not have been possible without the boost in travel funds that the 
federal program has provided, The major training activities in 
which the Commission used federal funds were the workshop on Work 
Simplification in Libraries in March, 1958, and the Governor's Con- 
ference for Library Board Members in’ June, *1958, The Commission 
initiated a scholarship program, using federal monies, in September, 
1958, Two graduate study grants of $1,000 each and 15 grants for 
DS 300 (not to exceed $50 each) have been made in the first year 
of this program, 


Doubtless, the availability and use of the federal funds under 
the Library Services Act has greatly stimulated Wisconsin's library 
development program, Since 1956, the Commission staff has experienced 
growing demands on the book collection, the reference service, and 
the public library consultant service, And we see more and more at- 
tention being focused on the need for improved library service in 
many communities across the State, It is believed, however, all of 
this increased interest in public libraries can be attributed at 





37 


least partially to the widespread concern on the part of the nation 
for better educational opportunities for all men, women, and children, 
At any rate, the nation is experiencing something of a boom in public 
library development, and Wisconsin is part of it, 
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AN IDEA EXCHANGE FOR CHILDREN’ S LIBRARIANS 


If you are scheduling class visits to your library, you may be 
interested in the program that the Milwaukee Public Library has 
developed, During the 1958-59 school year, the Youth Service of 
Milwaukee Public Library has worked out monthly themes for class 
visits, The themes for the coming months are: 





March = Fireside Stories 
Classic stories of man's heritage from Homer to 


Sandburg 


April - Tall Tales 
As much a part of real history as proclamations 
and constitutional amendments 


May = When We Are Very Young 
Introducing the library and books to beginning 


readers 


The program is explained to Milwaukee teachers in these words: 
"Against a colorful backdrop which carries out the monthly theme, 
your class will hear stories or a book talk from the best literature, 
Each month, a new theme will be presented in a dramatic setting, 
Your class will be encouraged in the use of the library and the joys 


of reading," 


Reading Opens the Door is the title of a most attractive promo- 
tion niece that not only explains this service but includes a reserva- 
tion card for the scheduling of class visits, It also calls atten- 
tion to the other services of the Youth Department, If you are in- 
terested in examining this promotion piece for ideas, write to: 
Elizabeth Burr, Traveling Library and Extension Department, Box 610, 


Madison, Wisconsin, 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY CERTIFICATES GRANTED IN 1958 


The Wisconsin Free Library Commission, acting under the au- 
thority granted in the public library certification law (43,165 
of the Wisconsin Statutes), granted certificates and licenses in 
1958 at. each of its six regular meetings, 





Whenever discretionary action was taken, recommendations were 
made to the Commission by the Joint Certification Committee, The 
committee's secretary made recommendations for all applicants who 
fulfill the requirements as stipulated in the law, 


There were 51 applicants for certification during the calendar 
year, From Jamuary to December, 1958, Esther Regli was chairman 
of the committee; Mrs, Alma Sumner, Mrs, Jean wulling, Gladys 
Cavanagh, and Elizabeth Burr were members of the committee, With 
the new appointment of WLA representatives in November, 1958, by 
Forrest Mills, President of WLA, the committee met and reorganized 
on December }}, Mr, Mills appointed Mrs, Alma Sumner, Stoughton, 
as the holdover member from the orevious Joint Certification Com- 
mittee and Bernard Schwab, Madison, as the representative from the 
WLA Personnel and Professional Problems Committee; Mrs, Jean Wulling 
continues to represent the Commissions; Rachel Schenk represents the 
University of Wisconsin Library School; and Flizabeth Burr is the 
Commission staff member assigned by the Secretary of the Commission 
to the committee, Mrs, Sumner was elected chairman, and Elizabeth 
Burr continues as secretary of the committee, Because of the re- 
quests for the flyer on "The Whys and Hows of Certification," a 
second run had to be made, It is available on request from the 
Commission office, 


Congratulations to the following, who received their certifi- 
cates and licenses: 


Librarian Library Grade 
Blasnig, Mrs, Ione North Fond du Lac P,I, h Cert, 
Brasch, Mrs, Delores fadison P,I, i Le, 
Breseman, Mrs, Vivian I, (to be issued when public 2 Lic, 
library position is obtained) 
Brooks, Mrs, Helen Waunaca Free P,IL, 2 Cert, 
Carlson, fdith A, Supericr P,I., 1 Cert, 
Condon, Mrs, Joyce B, Brodhead Free P,L, 2 iac, 
Cors, Paul Wis, Free Lib, Comm, T,l,, 2 Cert, 
Madison 
Cuddebach, Fthel Hudson P,L, 3 Cert, 
Dramm, Mrs, Perdita Manitowoc P,L, 3 Cert, 
DuChaine, Mrs, Thelma Neenah P,L, (new form) 


Crandell 





Librarian 


Evans, Mrs, Virginia Schlump 
Georgeson, Patricia Ann 
Gold, Mrs, Sandra 

Grogan, Mrs, Marian 

Hagen, Mrs, Dorothy 

Hansen, Mrs, Mable F, 
Harvey, Josephine 

Hayes, Mrs, Cathryn Clarity 
Holter, Mrs, Sigrid 

Kelber, Mrs, Erma 

Knilans, Edith 


Landeck, Mary Elaine 
Lathrop, Mrs, Marian 
Mahnke, Mrs, Fsther 
Martin, Mrs, Karen Mortensen 
Morgan, Gertrude Ann 
Peterson, Anna L, 
Poczekaj, Marianne 
Puchter, Mrs, La Verne 
Ricking, Myrl 

Riley, Mrs, Marie Paulic 
Ross, Mrs, Hazel M, 
Running, Mrs, Marian 
Saemisch, Delores 


Schollian, Mrs, Helen 
Margaret 

Schreihart, Margaret Anne 

Schultz, Doris V, 

Smart, Mrs, Fdna M, 


Solberg, Kathryn Jean 
Sprowls, Mrs, Louise 
Thain, Clara M, 


Tinkham, Natalie Ann 
Vindal, Mrs, Gladys 
Volker, Alice 
Wallin, Bernice E, 


Weiher, Mrs, Audrey 
Wilcox, Mrs, Gloria 

Yahr, Wanda 

Young, Thelma F, 

Zarling, Mrs, Beulah L, 
Zychowicz, Mrs, Blanche H, 
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Library Grade 
Dodgeville P,L, h Cert, 
Madison P,L, 1 ide, 
Madison P,L, L ide, 
West Bend P,L, 2 Lic, 
Manitowoc P,L, 3 Cert, 
Cuba City P,L, 3 Cert, 
Carnegie Free L,, Baraboo 2 Cert, 
Beloit 3 Cert, 
Tomah P,L, 3 Cert, 
Milwaukee 1 Cert, 
D, R, Moon Memorial L,, (new form) 

Stanley 
Shorewood P,L, 2 Cert, 
Platteville Free P,L. 2 lic, 
Manitowoc P,I, 3 Cert, 
Madison P,L, 1 We, 
Racine P,I, 1 Cert, 
Superior P,I, 1 Cert, 
South Milwaukee P,L, 2 lic, 
Racine P,I, 3 Cert, 
‘ilwaukee P,IL, 2 Cert, 
Pewaukee P,IL, 2 lic, 
Superior P,L, Cert, 
Fau Claire P,L, h Cert, 
Wis, Free Lib, Comm,, T.L,, 1 Cert, 
Madison 
Lancaster P,L, 3 Cert, 
Greendale library 3 Cert, 
Waukesha P,L, 3 Cert, 
(to be issued when public 3 Lic, 
library position is obtained) 
La Crosse P,L, 2 Cert, 
Superior P,L, 3 Cert, 
Boys' and Girls' Library, 2 Cert, 
Kenosha 
Madison P,L, 1 Cert, 
La Crosse P,I, 1 Cert, 
Madison P,I., 1 Cert, 
T, B, Scott Free L., Cert, 
Merrill 
Bloomer P,IL, 3 Cert, 
Kellogg P,L,, Green Bay h Cert, 
West Bend P,L, 2 Cert, 
Kellogg P,L,, Green Bay 1 Cert, 
Horicon Free P,I., 3 Cert, 
Pewaukee P,I., 3 Cert, 
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| NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 











[Editor's note: The material for this column is gleaned from 
news releases, correspondence, newspaper clippings, other 
printed materials, and any other source by which the Commis- 
sion is able to learn of things of interest to Wisconsin li- 
brarians and trustees, To make this column as interesting 
and useful as possible, you are invited to send news items 

to the Wisconsin Library Bulletin Fditor, State Capitol, 
Madison, Wisconsin, } 





From Wisconsin 


Have You Heard About the Wisconsin Arts Foundation & Council, Inc,? 
The goal of the Wisconsin Arts Foundation and Council, Inc,, estab- 
lished a little more than one year ago, is to bring about greater 
opportunity for creative art activities, and to stimlate wider 
public interest in and appreciation for the arts throughout Wisconsin, 
This goal is so closely aligned with the objectives of a library 
that it may be assumed that librarians will find it desirable to 
support the purposes of the Arts Foundation and Council, An invi- 
tation to join the WAFC, Inc,, was sent last year to every public 
library in the State, This is a renewal of that invitation, A 
librarian may be an individual member for 32 per year, the library 
may have an institutional membership for $10 per year, and sustain-~ 
ing members (patrons) may pay $25 or more per year, Send membership 
dues to: Edward H, Dwight, Treasurer, Wisconsin Arts Foundation & 
Council, Inc,, Milwaukee Art Institute, 750 North Lincoln Memorial 
Drive, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 





"wisconsin's Own Library" Now Has 1,95 Books, Mrs, Arthur L, Tat, 
chairman of Wisconsin's Own Library, has announced the publication 

of a catalog listing the 1,95) books and their authors now contained 
in the collection housed in the new University of Wisconsin Memorial 
Library at Madison, This special collection of books is in the 
Humanities Reading Room, available to everyone as a reference library, 
Authors are all persons born in Wisconsin or persons who have estab- 
lished residence here, A mumber of the books in this collection are 
rare and priceless volumes, 
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Elroy Native is Illustrator of New Children's Book, Ray Sherin, 

a native of Elroy, Wisconsin, is the illustrator of a popular new 
children's book, A Beaver's Story, by Emil Liers of Homer, Minnesota, 
Mr, Sherin, an art teacher in a La Crosse junior high school, met 
Liers while residing in Winona, Minnesota, The beaver sketches 

were made in the artist's own home in La Crosse from memory of the 
beavers as he had seen them on frequent visits to the lier's otter 
sanctuary at Homer, A Beaver's Story was published in May, 1958, by 
the Viking Press in New York and by the Macmillan Company of Canada, 
Ltd, The book is to be published in England, and France is asking 
for publishing rights, The woods and rivers of the La Crosse area 
are the setting for the story, 











From Wisconsin Eikrertes 


RIPON = The Library Board has employed an architect to draw up plans 
for improvement of the Public Library building, 


CLINTONVILLE - A way to finance library service to residents outside 
the city of Clintonville is being explored by the Public Library Board, 


FOX LAKE = The cornerstone of the new Public Library building in Fox 
Lake was laid on Sunday, December 6, Because of the extremely cold 
weather, the program was held in a Texaco filling station across from 
the location of the new building 


APPLETON - The Outagamie County Board of Supervisors has made a 37% 
increase in its 1959 appropriation for library service to rural resi- 
dents, 


PORT WASHINGTON - Representatives of Thiensville, Cedarburg, Mequon, 
Hartford, and West Bend have met to discuss the desirability of a 
joint Washington-Ozaukee County library system, 


WILLIAMS BAY = The Williams Bay public library will undergo physical 
improvements during 1959 as a result of special funds earmarked for 
plant improvement, 


KENOSHA COUNTY - The Kenosha County Library Committee has made plans 
for surveying the library needs in the rural areas of the county, 

The survey will include population data, tax picture in the county, 
data on existing library resources, and library use by rura) residents, 


SHAWANO =- Mrs, Olga Nommensen, a member of the Shawano City-County 
library staff for 27 years, has retired, 


NEILLSVILLE - Mrs, Ruth Ebert has been appointed librarian, succeed- 
ing Mrs, Frank E, Brown, who served in that capacity for 20 years, 
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TWO RIVERS - Lee H, Gregory, a native of Budapest, Hungary, has 
been appointed librarian of the Joseph Mann Library, He succeeds 
Theodora L, Haman, who took a position in the Eau Claire Public 
Library after many years in Two Rivers, 


WHITEFISH BAY - Mrs, Mary D, Bowen, head librarian at Whitefish 
Bay, has resigned, Mrs, Bowen became the village librarian when 
the library was opened in the basement of the village hall in 1937, 
Now that she has retired from the library, Mrs, Bowen intends to 
write children's stories, 


GREEN BAY - Sybil Schuette, head librarian of the Kellogg Public 
Library at Green Bay, has resigned after 27 years of distinguished 
service to the community, John C, Frantz, formerly a public library 
consultant with the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, has been ap- 
pointed as the new head liorarian, 


RICHLAND CENTER = A project to remodel and extend the facilities 
of the Richland Center Public Library has reached the point where 
the City Council has requested that detailed plans and specifica- 
tions for the project be prepaied, 


BURLINGTON - Library patrons residing in the towns and villages 
which have not contracted with the Burlington Library Board for 
library services and governing bodies of those municipalities have 
received letters informing them that borrowing privileges at the 
Burlington Public Library will be discontinued as of May 1 unless 
a contract were signed prior to that time, 


DRUMMOND = The newly organized Drummond Civic Association is working 
on plans for a new library in Drummond, The building would house 
the present library, as well as provide for a museum, 


TDGERTON =- Mrs, E, L, Roethe ended 59 years of contimuous service 
te the community with her resignation, effective Jamary 1, from 
the sdgerton Public Library Board, Mrs, Roethe was appointed to 
the Library Board in 1899 and, except for an interim of two vears 
while living in Janesville, she has served as a board member since 
that date, 


LA CROSSE - Hazel Prytherch has been appointed as head of the 
children's department of the La Crosse Public Library, 


MENOMONFE FALLS - Mrs, Helen McKechnie has been named Menomonee 
Falls librarian to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of 
Mrs, Maude Shunk, The library was named after Mrs, Shunk in 1956, 
after 50 years of faithful service, 


UNTON GROVE - Vernon Molitor, village president and head of the 
Union Grove Library Board, has announced that work on the new 
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Graham Memorial Library is nearing completion, 


MUKWONAGO - Mrs, Jessie McKenzie of Mukwonago has retirea after 
35 years of devoted service to the Public Library of Mukwonago, 
Mrs, McKenzie was recently honored by the local Kiwanis for her 
long years of service, 


NEW LONDON - Mrs, John Bermann has been named head librarian at 
the New London Public Library, She succeeds Mildred Carter, who 
has been librarian for the past five years, Miss Carter will now 
make her home in Florida, A new children's librarian, Mrs, Victor 
Frye, has also been appointed, 


BLOOMER = Mrs, W, E, Waugh has retired as treasurer of the Bloomer 
Public Library Board, a position she has held since the organization 
of the library over 2 years ago, 


MARSHFIELD - The City Council is considering building a new $250,000 
library building, The proposed building will be financed from the 
bequeathed estate of the late Amander E, Beebee, who was allied with 
the once extensive McMillan lumber interests in the area, 


American Library 


F roo e 
So t i o nm (50 E. Huron Street, Chicago) 


As 
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ALA Announces Special European Summer Tour After 1959 Anmal Conven- 
tion, On June 27, at the closing of the ALA convention in Washington, 
D.C,, next summer, a special flight, for ALA members only, and their 
families, will leave for London, A 35-day tour of England, Holland, 
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and France will end in Paris on August l, 
with an overnight flight arriving in New York on the morning of August 
2, The tour group, traveling in their own de luxe Pullman motor coach, 
will attend specially arranged programs in some of the Continent's most 
important libraries, as well as relax on its fashionable beaches and 
enjoy some of the most spectacular scenery in the world, This private 
tour will be offered to you at a price considerably below those for 
comparable European vacations, This is possible through using a 
chartered plane, the cost of which. is far less than "Economy Class" 
air transportation,while providing the same standards of comfort and 
security, C, Donald Cook, Assistant to the Director of Libraries of 
Columbia University, and a well traveled man himself, is in charge 
of the tour, 





In the event that the passenger capacity of the plane is more 
than sufficient to accommodate the tour group, the remaining space 
will be offered to ALA members who do not wish to participate in 
the tour, Tour arrangements are being handled by Compass Travel 
Bureau, Inc,, 55 West 2 Street, New York 36, N.Y,3 cost and de- 
tailed itinerary will be published this month and can be obtained 
by writing directly to them, 
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ALA Announces Publishing Change for "PLD Reporter," In line with 
its policy of consolidating related operations, the American Li- 
brary Association has announced that, effective immediately, the 
Public Library Reporter will be published by its Publishing Depart- 
ment, This important series, which began in 195, now includes 
seven titles, and an eighth--"Plans for New Public Library Buildings" 
--is scheduled for publication in April, 1959, The series has been 
published until now by the Public Library Association--formerly 
Public Libraries Division--a division of the American Library As- 
sociation, The first eight titles in the series are as follows: 
"Public Library Use of Paper=Bound Books" (No, 1), 195, $1.753 
"TV--How Public Libraries Use It" (No, 2), 1955, $1.75; "Friends 

of the Public Libraries: How They work" (No, 3), 1955, $1.753 

"Book Selection: Proceedings of a Work Conference" (No, 4), 1955, 
$2,503; "Co-operative Practices Among Public Libraries" (No, 5), 
1956, $2,253 "Contracts and Agreements for Public Library Service" 
(No, 6), 1958, $2.75; "Bookmobile Service Today" (No, 7), 1958, 
$1.75; and "Plans for New Public Library Buildings" (No, 8), 1959, 
price to be announced, 








ALA Announces Important Appointment to International Relations 
Office, Raynard C, Swank, 46-year-old Director of Libraries at 
Stanford University (Stanford, California), who is widely recog- 
nized as one of the outstanding leaders in librarianship, has ac- 
cepted appointment as Director of the American Library Association's 
International Relations Office, Mr, Swank, who will be on leave 
from Stanford, will join the Headquarters staff in Chicago on 

July 1, 1959, assuming the Directorship of the International Rela- 
tions Office in the fall of 1959, He will succeed Jack Dalton, 
Director of the Office since 1956, who becomes Dean of Columbia 
University's School of Library Science in the fall, The Inter- 
national Relations Office explores and studies the state of library 
development and the need for education in librarianship in various 
parts of the world, The Director spends several months each year 

in foreign travel and firsthand observation, working closely with 
university and government officials and library leaders, The Office 
is supported by a grant to the ALA from the Rockefeller Foundation, 





ALA Announces Two Appointments to Headquarters Staff, Donald D, 
Bock has been appointed to the newly created position of Deputy 
Executive Director for Management, In his position at ALA, Mr, 
Bock will have charge of all management functions, including es- 
pecially personnel and financial administration, budgetary prepara- 
tion and control, and all management and administrative matters 
relating to the Association's anmual and midwinter conferences, 
**#Chris J, Hoy has been appointed Advertising Manager for the 

ALA Bulletin and Exhibits Manager for the Association, Mr, Hoy 
succeeds A, L, Remley, now Administrative Assistant, Combined Book 
Rxhibit in New York, 
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From Around the Country 


Radio and TV Spots Available for National Library Week, NLW Head- 
quarters has announced that once again this year top artists have 
volunteered time and talent to National Library Week, Walt Disney 
is producing three filmed spots for use on television (two 20-second) 
and in local theaters (one l-minute), A 15-minute radio feature 
disk is under way with readings by Arlene Francis, Helen Hayes, 

Dick Clark, Alistair Cooke, plus other leading personalities, In 
addition, the United States Information Agency will produce and 
distribute to domestic stations a 15-minute radio disk and a 3- 
minute TV spot, emphasizing the related aims of NLW and the USIA 
library program abroad, For further information on these materials, 
write to: National Library Week Headquarters, 2), West 0th Street, 
New York 18, N.Y,, or call WIsconsin 7-1616 in New York, 





An Institute on Regional and Multicounty Library Service, The 
Library School of the University of Minnesota, in co-operation with 
the Minnesota Library Association and the Minnesota Library Division, 
announces an Institute on Regional and Multicounty Library Service, 
to be held at the University, Friday and Saturday, April 10-11, 

1959, The Institute will consider the legal, organizing, and ad- 
ministrative problems of regional and multicounty libraries, The 
present status of such library systems in the United States will be 
presented, Tentative plans include discussion groups on personnel; 
finance and legal matters; bookmobile, branch and station, service 
points and programs; publicity and public relations; functions of 
regional headquarters and selection of materials, A general report 
session of these discussion groups will be included in the program, 
For further information, address Regional and Multicounty Library 
Service Institute, Library School, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis 
14, Minnesota, 





Library of Congress to Establish National Union Catalog of Manuscript 
Collections, A central national inventory of manuscript collections 
has been a long felt need of studies which depend upon such sources, 
These studies include not only civil, military, and social history, 
but also literary history and criticism, the history of the arts, 
biography and genealogy, paleography, business and economic history, 
the history of science, and legal history and inquiries, Believing 
such an inventory to be important, the Council on Library Resources, 
Inc,, has made a grant of $200,000 to the Library of Congress to 
initiate work on a National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections, 
It is hoped that this catalog will eventually record all collections 
of manuscripts held by libraries and archives in the United States, 
The immediate goal is to bring together uniform descriptions of some 
24,000 known collections in approximately 75 co-operating repositories, 
in addition to some 3,000 collections in the Library of Congress 
itself, and to print and sell separate catalog cards for each of these 
collections so that any library that wishes to do so may maintain a 
Similar record, 
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Appointment in Library Services Branch Announced, John Carson 
Rather, 37, Assistant Director of the University of Buffalo Li- 
braries since 1956, has been appointed College and Research Li- 
braries Specialist in the Library Services Branch of the Office of 
Education, U.S, Commissioner of Education Lawrence G, Derthick an- 
nounced today, Mr, Rather succeeds Willard 0, Mishoff, who has been 
appointed Librarian of the Mississippi State College for Women, 





Dorothy Canfield Fisher Library Award Announced, Establishment of 
an annual Dorothy Canfield Fisher Library Award was announced today 
in New York City by the Book-of-the-Month Club, Inc,, as a memorial 
to Mrs, Fisher, who died at her home in Arlington, Vermont, on 
November 9, 1958, Mrs, Fisher, for many years a member of the 
Board of Judges of the Club, was noted not only for her many books 
and short stories but also for her lifelong interest in the wider 
and ever wider dissemination of books, The award, representing 
requested books to the value of $5,000, will be given each year to 
a library in the United States selected by the Book-of-the-Month 
Club, with the advice and co-operation of the American Library As- 
sociation, Preference will always be given to libraries in small 
communities, Details of the method of selection are to be announced 
at a later date, Appropriately, the first Dorothy Canfield Fisher 
Award will go to a library in which Mrs, Fisher herself was vitally 
interested--that in Arlington, Vermont, 





New Leaflet on Scouting Materials Available, "Boy Scout Literature 
for Schools and Public Libraries" is the title of a new leaflet 
recommending the most important Scouting materials for various age 
groups, prepared by the Boy Scouts of America, It has been developed 
for use in this field because of the many requests from libraries 

for suggestions on Scouting material for their shelves, Materials 
are also listed for the new Exploring Program for young men 1) years 
old and over, Copies of this new leaflet are available on request 
from Boy Scouts of America, National Supply Service Division, 
Chicago, Illinois, 





Report on Science Periodicals Published, Have you seen "A Report 
on Science Periodicals" by the YASD Magazine Evaluation Committee, 
Lucile Hatch, Associate Professor, School of Librarianship, Uni- 
versity of Denver, Colorado, Chairman, in the October, 1958, issue 
of Top of the News? The Committee has decided that it would be a 
waste of time to re-evaluate so soon the basic periodicals listed 
in A Basic Book Collection for Junior High Schools and a Basic Book 
Collection for High Schools (ALA), Instead, the Committee will at- 
tempt throughout the year to recommend supplementary material vseful 
for specialized reading and reference purposes, Twelve titles in 
the science field have been evaluated and annotated; four of them 
are free, 
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Research Advisory Committee Appointed in U,S, Office of Education, 
Appointment of a National Advisory Committee to assist the Office 
of Education in conducting intensive research into the more ef- 
fective use of newer educational media--TV, radio, motion pictures, 
and tapes-=-has been announced by U,S, Commissioner of Education 
Lawrence G, Derthick, The Advisory Committee is charged with the 
important task of approving all grants-in-aid and contracts made 
unaer the provisions of Title VII, the educational media research 
program, Dr, Kenneth D, Norberg is serving as Consultant for the 
Educational Media Branch while on leave from his position as Pro- 
fessor of iiducation and Co-ordinator of Audio-Visual Services at 
Sacramento State College (California), He is assisted by Dr, 
Clarence Walter Stone, Professor of Library Science, University 

of Illinois, also on leave from his post, Under the provisions 

of Title VII of Public Law 85-86, 85th Congress, grants-in-aid 
may be made to public or private nonprofit agencies, organizations, 
and individuals for research and experimentation in more effective 
utilization of television, radio, motion pictures, and related media 
for educational purposes, Such research and experimentation must 
be of value to state or local agencies in the operation of public 
elementary or secondary schools, and to institutions of higher 
learning, and may include the development of more effective techniques 
and methods: (1) for utilizing and adapting motion pictures, video 
tapes, and other audio-visual aids, filmstrips, slides and other 
visual aids, recordings (including magnetic tapes) and other 
auditory aids, and radio or television program scripts for such 
purposes; (2) for training teachers to utilize such media with maxi- 
mum effectiveness; and (3) for presenting academic subject matter 
through such media, Agencies, organizations, institutions, or in- 
dividuals interested in applying for grants-in-aid under this 

title of the National Defense Education Act should write to: 
Program Consultant, New Educational Media Branch, Office of Hduca- 
4 U.S, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Washington 
25, D.C. 





University of Washington Announces Two New Courses in Librarianship, 
Two new courses in the Graduate School of Librarianship at the 
University of Washington in Seattle will be offered during the 1959 
Summer Session, Dr, Irving Lieberman, Director, has announced, The 
new courses are: 





Supervision of Public School Library Systems: (Librarianship 
4o0a, 2 1/2 credits) This course will be offered during the 
first term of the Summer Quarter, June 22 to July 22, Emphasis 
will be given to problems involved in the organization and 
development of library systems, Designed to aid school per- 
sonnel in the administration and supervision of district-wide 
school library problems, the course should be helpful to all 
school personnel, whether or not they have had previous li- 
brary education or professional library experience, E, Ben 











48 


‘vans, Director of Instructional Materials, Kern County Union 
High School and Junior College District, Bakersfield, Cali- 
fornia, will be the instructor, 


Library Methods Analysis: (Librarianship )90b, 3 credits) 
This course, concerned with internal management, work simpli- 
fication, and economic and efficient technical procedures, 

is designed primarily for in-service librarians, Problems 
and case studies will be presented and solved in lectures, 
demonstrations, and laboratory practice, Jewel C, Hardkopf, 
library management analyst and consultant, will be the in- 
structor, 





Readers of the Wisconsin Library Bulletin, especially Wisconsin 
librarians, may recall that Miss Hardkcpf conducted an 1l-week 
survey of the Free Library Commission's Traveling Library last 

year and conducted a two-day work simplification conference in 
Madison on March 28-29, A short report of this survey and con- 
ference appears on vages 190-199, May-June, 1958, issue of the 
Bulletin, Miss Hardkopf, at this writing, is again working for 

the Free Library Commission as special consultant for the establish- 
ment of a multicounty centralized processing center, described 
elsewhere in this issue of the Bulletin, 





et HH 





DATES T 0 KEEP I N MIND 


April 10 - WLA Children’s Section meeting, Lake Geneva Public 
Friday Library, Mary Meinberg, Chairman 


April 11 ~ WLA Ccllege and University Section meeting, Library 
Saturday School, University of Wisconsin, Madison, William 
R. Brandt, Chairman 


April 23 - WLA County Section meeting, Sturgeon Bay Public 
Thursday Library, Edna Holland, Chairman 


May 2 - University of Wisconsin Library School May Day 
Saturday Breakfast, University of Wisconsin Memorial 
Union, Madison 
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PROFESSIONAL 


Assistant Reference and Circulation Librarian, Kellogg Public Li- 
brary, Green Bay, Duties: assist head of adult reference and circu- 
lation, Requirements: B,L.S. or M.L.S, Experience: not essential, 
Salary range: $4,020-$),7)0, Work week: 39 hours; 5 days, Vacation: 
four weeks, Sick leave, Hospitalization insurance, Retirement: 
Wisconsin Municipal Hmployees and Social Security, Apply to Mr, John 
C, Frantz, Librarian, 

Bookmobile Librarians, Public Library, Milwaukee, Two new bookmobiles 
beginning service in Jamuary, Requirements: M,L.S,; age under 0; U,S, 
citizenship, Salary: $,6)6-$5,271, 10-hour, 5-day week, Vacation: 
2 weeks, Sick leave, Hospitalization and surgical insurance, Retire- 
ment: Wisconsin Municipal Employees and Social Security, Apply to 
Miss Myrl Ricking, Chief, In-Service Training and Personnel Control, 
Cataloger, Public Library, Fau Claire, Duties: Catalog Department 
assistant in charge of school library cataloging; 15 hours a week in 
the Reference and Circulation Department serving the public, Require- 
ments: B,L,S, or M,L,S, Experience: not essential, Salary: $,000- 
$4,300, Vacation: 12 working days the first year of employment, 2h 
thereafter, Sick leave: 12 days a year accumulating to 90, Hospitaliza- 
tion insurance, Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal Employees and Social 
Security, Apply to Mr, Gerald Somers, librarian, 

Children's Librarian, Public Library, Superior, Duties: in charge 

of Children's Department, Requirements: B,I.S, or M,1,S, Salary: 
$4,250=34,530, Vacation: one month, Sick leave, Retirement: 
Wisconsin Municipal Employees and Social Security, Apply to Mrs, 
Marjorie L, Flinn, Librarian, 

Head Cataloger, Public Library, Wausau, Duties: head cataloger in 
Adult Department; responsible for Wisconsin and local history; as- 

sist in reference; opportunity for radio and TV programing and li- 
brary publicity, if interested, Requirements: B,L,S, or M,1,S, 
supervisory ability, Experience: preferred, Salary: $1, 200-$1,, 800 
to start, depending on experience, Vacation: three weeks, Sick leave, 
Retirement: Municipal and Social Security, Apply to Miss Dorothea 
Krause, Librarian, 

Head of Children's Services, Public Library, Appleton, Duties: in 
charge of Children's Department, Requirements: B,L,S, or M,L,S, 
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Experience: one year required, Salary range: $4,1)0-$5,220, 
Vacation: four weeks, Sick leave, Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal 
Employees and Social Security, Apply to Miss kdith A, Rechcygl, 
Librarian, 

Head Children's Librarian, Mead Public Library, Sheboygan, Duties: 
in charge of an extensive children's program, including stations in 
elementary schools; supervision of three assistants, Requirements: 
B,L.S, (fifth year) or M,L.S, Experience: required, Salary: to 

be arranged; minimum, 3,560, Vacation: four weeks, Sick leave, 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield: 50% paid by library, Retirement: 
Municipal and Social Security, Position open now, Apply to Miss 
Marie W, Barkman, Librarian, 

Head Librarian, Vaughn Public Library, Ashland, Duties: administra- 
tion of library, Requirements: B,L,S, or M,1,5, and Wisconsin Grade 
One certificate, Experience: essential, Salary: $4,800, Vacation: 
two weeks, Sick leave, Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal Employees 
and Social Security, Apply to Mrs, William Tucker, President, Board 
of Directors, 

Head Librarian, Free Library, Marshfield, Duties: administration 
of library, Requirements: B,1,.S, or M,L,S, Experience: essential, 
Salary: open, Vacation: four weeks, Sick leave, Retirement: 
Wisconsin Municipal Employees and Social Security, Apply to Miss 
Agnes L, Noll, President, Library Board, P.O, Box 311, 

Head Librarian, Public Library, Reedsburg, Duties: administration 
of library, Requirements: B,I.,S, or M,L,S, preferred, but will con- 
sider person holding Grade Two Wisconsin certificate, Experience: 
preferred, but not essential if other qualifications high, Salary: 
open, Vacation: three weeks, Sick leave, Retirement: Social 
Security, Apply to Mr, Hubert Thies, President, Library Board, 3)6 
N, Webb Ave, 

Head Librarian, Public Library, Whitefish Bay, Duties: administra- 
tion of library, Requirements: B,1,S, or M,I.S, Experience: mini- 
mum of two years, Salary range: $5,520=$6,)20, Vacation: two 
weeks, Sick leave, Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal Fmployees and 
Social Security, Apply to Mr, E, J, Zeiler, 1200 East Fairmount 
Aveme, Milwaukee 17, 

Reference Librarian, Mead Public Library, Sheboygan, Duties: 
reference in a busy department with an excellent book collection, fe- 
quirements: B,L,S, or M,I,S, Salary: to be arranged; minimun, 
$4,560, Vacation: four weeks, Sick leave, Blve Cross and Blue 
Shield: 50% paid by library, Retirement: ‘Wisconsin Municipal En- 
ployees and Social Security, Apply to Miss Marie Barkman, Librarian, 


NONPROFESSTIONAL 




















Head Librarian, Public Library, West Bend, Requirements: college 
degree, Some library training preferred, Experience: preferred, 
Woman, age 25 or over, Salary: dependent on exverience and qalifi- 
cations, Vacation, Sick leave, Life and health insurance, ie- 
tirement: Wisconsin Municipal BEnployees and Social Security, Annly 
to Mr, Henry 0, Schowalter, President, Library Board of Trustees, 
lock Box 208, 
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= 8 BOOKS FOR ADULTS 


Edited by Ruth Swenson 

















Of Wisconsin Interest 





Fox, Ruth Mary, Dante Lights the Way, 1958, 370p, Bruce, $4,95, 
851 


The author, a native of Wisconsin and a well known teacher at 
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, brings the world of Dante and 
an appreciation of the poet to those who wish to study this subject 
and to those who wish to share her dedication and scholarship, A 
valuable work that reveals medieval man at his best, and particu- 
larly apropos, if we agree that modern man finds himself in a similar 
relationship to an expanding universe, (RS) 


Hunt, Robert S, Law and Locomotives, 1958, 292p, State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin, $6,50, 385.1 

"The Impact of the Railroad on Wisconsin Law in the Nineteenth 
Century"--subtitle, Although the subject is special, it is pre- 
sented and developed so that any serious reader would be interested 
in this book, (RS) 





White, Helen C, Bird of Fire; a tale of St, Francis of Assisi, 
1958, 28l1p, Macmillan, $3.95, 

Francis develops from a poetic young man who cannot settle on a 
career into the gentle and dedicated man with the qualities at- 
tributed to St, Francis, This change in personality, along with 
the color and vigor of the times and the picture of the Church,makes 
for a sustaining story that is also beautifully expressed, Nota 
quiet book, but one that challenges the reader to admire a man who 
knows where to seek his strength and how to use it, (RS) 





Of Interest to Librarians 





Powell, Lawrence Clark, A Passion for Books, 1959, 2h9p, World, 
$4.50, 028 
This book will be received with the same enthusiasm as the author's 
The Alchemy of Books, If you love books and reading, there is no 
end to sharing thoughts and adventures in reading and collecting with 
others who do not have such wide opportunities, A book for all li- 
brarians to read for the purposes of pleasure, of extending their in- 
formation, of renewing faith in librarianship, (RS) 
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Religion 





Ilton, Paul, The Bible “as My Treasure Mav, 1958, 255p, Messner, 
a5. 220.9 or 913.395 

This personal and fascinating adventure of searching in the ruins 
of the Biblical lands makes for thrilling entertainment that is also 
informative, The clear tvve and format, as well as the subject, make 
this a rood book for the reader who hesitates over small print and 
decries modern fiction, During his lifetime, the author assembled 
one of the largest vrivate collections of Biblical antiquities, A 
purchase for all lioraries, (RS) 


Bevan, R, J. W,, ed, Stens to Christian Understanding, 1958, 212n, 
Oxford, #3,50, 230,08 

A readable collection of essays that helpstne inquiring layman in 
his thinking about his religion, (RS) 





Sheen, Fulton John, bo, Life of Christ, 1958, 5590, McGraw-Hill, 
96,50, 232.9 

Although written as a continuous narrative, tnis nook does invite 
picking up and referring to chapters of particular interest, The 
style and reflections and comparisons are in the vein of the well 
known author, Bishop Sheer, (RS) 





Allen, Charles L, All Things Are Possible Through Prayer, 1958, 
1127p. Revell, 2, 26h,,.1 

The pastor of Grace Methodist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, writes 
clearly out of his exnerience and learning on this subject, His 
intervretation of many of the verses from the Bible and his dis- 
cussion of attitudes and behavior are helnfvl to the reader seeking 
guidance, (RS) 





Social Science 


Barber, Joseph, Good Fences Make Good Neighbors; why the United 
States provokes Canadians, 1958, 280p, Bobbs-Merrill, Ai, 327.73 

This colorful report of what some Canadians think about our activi- 
ties puts the shoe on the other foot, and this does not make for 
comfort in walking, but it provides insights into the parties on 
both sides of the fence, (2S) 





Baldwin, Hanson W, The Great Arms Race; a comparison of U,5, and 

Soviet power today, 1958, ll6p, Praeger, 92.95, 355 
The military editor of the New York Times makes a concise report 

of his findings gained through observation, interview, and study, 








Symons, Arthur, Soldiers and What They Do, 1958, 23%p, Watts, 

33.956 355 
Since every community has its share of young men who serve in the 

Army, this book should be very useful, A staff member who has 
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recently been in service recommends this book as an accurate picture 
of this service that will help the private soldier in his first ex- 
perience and will also inform the citizen about training and the 
various branches and opportunities, The mthor is a retired colonel, 
(RS) (cataloged in source) *Refer to page 57. 


Roucek, Joseph S,, ed, Juvenile Delinquency, 1958, 370p, 
Philosophical Library, $10, 36,3 

This group of articles serves as a report-in-progress on a problem 
that concerns us all, The book offers historical perspectives, tenta- 
tive plans, criticism of existing techniques, The contributions vary 
greatly in quality, The descriptions of legal aspects of delinquency 
and rural delinquency are especially valuable, (HSB) 





Salisbury, Harrison E, The Shook-Up Generation, 1958, 2hbhp, 
Harper, $3.95, 36h, 
Myers, ©, Kilmer, Light the Dark Streets, 1957, 156p, Seabury 
Press, $h, 3643 
The first title is a journalist's account of teen-age gang activity 
in New York City, and it includes a number of pages about the work 
of St, Augustine's Chapel, The second title is the report of Father 
C, Kilmer Myers, who is the vicar of St, Augustine's Chapel of the 
Lower East Side Mission of Trinity Parish, It is a moving account of 
the work of a dedicated and understanding man, who begins at the level 
on which he finds his people, The chapter on what constitutes a 
parish has a ringing message for all church members, (RS) 








Adler, Alfred, The Education of the Individual, 1958, 1)3p. 
Philosophical Library, $3.50, 370,1 

In the present terrifying age, when increased knowledge adds further 
to one's alarm and deepens the feeling of chronic anxiety, old ways 
of valuing experience no longer serve, Professor Adler brings mind 
and heart to wrestle with our new world in which so few of us are 
brave, He affirms the value of man as against the state, he describes 
the importance of our ephemeral but significant great moments, and he 
offers a basis for optimistic action, It is a very little book, but 
in it he provides a new measure of the world and of ourselves, (HSB) 





Hughes, Langston, and Bontemps, Arna, eds, The Book of Negro Folklore, 
1958, 62hp, Dodd, $6,50, 398 

A compilation of a wide range of Negro folklore, arranged under 
subjects such as "Animal Tales" and "Memories of Slavery," There 
are included also sections on poetry and prose in the folk manner 
and on jazz and jive folk, (RS) 





Science 


UNESCO, comp, 700 Science Experiments for Everyone, 1958, 223p, 
Doubseday, $3, 507 

Scientific principles are stated, then followed by directions for 
a series of experiments which illustrate the principles, Most 
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experiments described require only simple materials, readily avail- 
able in the home, Try this book for family fun and learning, (KD) 


Berrill, Norman John, You and the Universe, with support from Walt 
Whitman, 1958, 215p, Dodd, $3.50, 523.1 

The concepts so graphically expressed in this book challenge the 
reflective reader to another approach in his thinking of the uni- 
verse, (RS) 





Mountfort, Guy. Wild Paradise; the story of the Coto Donana exne- 
ditions, 1958, 2h0p, Houghton, $7, 57.946 

For readers interested in descriptions of wildlife, this detailed 
and well illustrated account of ornithological expeditions into the 
wildlife preserve located in Spain offers an introduction to an un- 
familiar land peopled with rare bird species, 





Useful Arts 


Cook, James, Remedies and Rackets; the truth about patent medicines 
today, 1958, 252p, Norton, $3.75, 615,88 

This report does avoid using brand names, and it describes the 
ingredients and the effects of many of our popular medicines, Each 
chapter considers the products that are advertised for a particular 
ailment, (RS) 





Havighurst, Walter, Vein of Iron; the Picklands Mather story, 
1958, 223p, World, $h, 622.34 
This is not an engrossing story of the unfolding of an industry 

for the general reader; rather, it will be useful for the person 
who has an interest in the sections of Minnesota and Michigan that 
are involved and in the mining and shipping in this area, The 
personalities and episodes of human interest become buried in ac- 
counts of business transfers and transactions so that a feeling of 
continuity is lacking, (RS) 





Bergaust, Erik, and Hull, Seabrook, Rocket to the Moon, 1958, 
270p, Van Nostrand, $5.95, 629.1353 

The introduction by Dr, Wernher von Braun makes a very clear state- 
ment on our space program that should not be ignored, The text is 
a gathering together of information to interest readers who follow 
projected trips to the moon, (RS) 





Clarke, J, Harold, Small Fruits for Your Home Garden, 195@, 372p, 
Doubleday, $4.95, 63.7 
The three varts of this useful book consider the reasons for 
raising such fruits, methods of cultivating, and the special re- 
quirements and information relative to particular fruits, (RS) 





Fdwards, A, Rock Gardensj how to plan and plant them, 1958, 256p, 
Abelard-Schuman, #5, 635.9 





55 


A comprehensive and beautifully illustrated work by an Mmglish 
authority, this is also practical for the beginner, ) 





Crocker, Betty, pseud, Dinner for Two Cook Book, 1958, 207p, 
Simon & Schuster, $1,89 net in Goldencraft binding, 6 

Contains recipes that are easily read and quickly prepared, 
This is a little book that is very useful for the bride or the 
career girl, (RS) 


Partridge, Bellamy, Going, Going, Gone, 1958, 253p, Dutton, 
$3.95. 658.84 
"The informal and colorful story of auctions and auctioneering 
from Colonial times" to today, including such specialties as stamp 
auctioneering, Hollywood auctions, art objects auctions, Full of 
anecdotes and information, Recommended light reading for all li- 

braries, (KD) 





Biography 


Briscoe, Robert, For the Life of Me, by Robert Briscoe with Alden 
Hatch, 1958, 30p, Little, $5. 921 or 941,591 
Mr, Briscoe is known to Americans as the past Mayor of Dublin, His 
story, that includes much of the Irish struggle as well as his own 
personality and adventure, is told with wit and vigor, A unique 
contribution to our understanding of men and events, (RS) 





Graham, Sheilah, and Frank, Gerold, Beloved Infidel; the education 
of a woman, 1958, 338p, Holt, $3.95, 921 

Sheilah Graham, Hollywood gossip columnist, reached her present 
position via the rags-to-riches route, Her most important claim to 
fame is that she was F, Scott Fitzgerald's "beloved infidel" during 
his last years, This autobiography fills in the gap in Fitzgerald's 
life in a popular and overdramatic style, A holding narrative of 
especial interest to Fitzgerald devotees, (KD) 





Hurst, Fannie, Anatomy of Me; a wonderer in search of herself, 1958, 

367p, Doubleday, $5, 921 
This is an autobiography to be read for different reasons: one, as 

an account of growing up and breaking home ties; two, as a picture 

of American ways at the turn of the century; three, as a story of a 

successful career in writing; four, as a book on an appealing figure 

in our midst, (RS) 





Priest, Ivy Baker, Green Grows Ivy, 1958, 270p, McGraw-Hill, $4.50, 

921 
This candid account of growing up, of family life, and, of course, 

of a successful political life has interest for the reader who wishes 

to know about public figures and for the reader who is interested in 

a political career, (RS) 
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Singer, Kurt, The Danny Kaye Story, 1958, 2hlp, Nelson, $3.95, 
921 


Essentially biographical, this book surveys Kaye as a humanitarian 
and artist in an easygoing, conversational style, Just right for 
Kaye enthusiasts, (KD) 


Vanderbilt, Gloria, and Furness, Thelma, Double Fxposure, 1958, 
9p, McKay, #5. 921 

What it is like to be rich twins, involved in celebrated marriages, 
courtroom epics, etc,, is the story of these now middle-aged ladies 
of Sunday Supplement and international society fame, Another in the 
long line of memoirs by the old "00," (KD) 





Woodress, James, A Yankee's Odyssey; the life of Joel Barlow, 
1958, 3h7p. Lippincott, $595. 921 
Joel Barlow was a farm boy who became a student at the small col- 
lege of Yale, a not very dedicated preacher in the Revolutionary 
Army, a successful businessman, an agent and diplomatic representa- 
tive of the Government in both Europe and north Africa, and finally 
a citizen of the world, affluent and cultivated, In the background, 
one sees the fast moving development of our country's life in rela- 
tion to the other nations of the world, The account is lively and 
full of authentic detail, (HSB) 





History 


Toynbee, Arnold J, East to West, 1958, 2h3p, Oxford, $4.50, 





leisurely, vhilosophical Toynbee describes his trip (1956) around 
the world in a self-conscious and old-fashioned style, Only the 
most natient of armchair travelers will find satisfaction, Although 
filled with history and comparisons, it is not so absorbing as 
Hebecca West's travel works, (KD) 


Wedemeyer, Alcert C, Wedemeyer Reports, 1958, Op, Holt, #6, 
90.531 

As a criticism of the strategy of World War 1I by a man ina 
position to be informed on what was taking place and a man who wags 
charged with war planning, this is important, It presents one side 
of the question, and the future will underline, develop, and perhaps 
even relegate parts of this report, 





Kinkead, Eugene, In Every War But One, 1959, 219p, Norton, 
$3675. 951.9 
An expansion of an article that appeared in The New Yorker, this 

book is an inquiry into the reasons for the collaboration of some 
POW's with the Chinese during the Korean war, The entire story 
cannot be told in one book and perhaps not by one author, but this 
report does raise some questions and does come to some conclusions 
that a thinking citizen ::ill want to consider, The author received 
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permission to use the material of the Army investigation, which 
he has presented in readable form, (RS) 


Miers, Farl Schenck, Blood of Freedom; the story of Jamestown, 
Williamsburg, and Yorktown, 1955, 167p, Published by Colonial 
Williamsburg; distributed by Holt, $3.50, 975.52 

The actors and the historic scene emerge as though this history 
were unfolding before us with the added ingredient of completeness 
that is not possible in a current report. This is the third in the 
series, Williamsburg in America, (RS) 





Lavender, David, Land of Giants; the drive to the Pacific Northwest 
1750-1950, 1958, Op. Doubleday, 950956 979.5 

This is an important and weighty book that relates the history of 
this region with multitudinous detail, There is much to deter the 
general reader who has a mild interest in the area, but it is an 
excellent source of information for the reader who is seriously 
motivated, There are helpful maps in this volume of the Mainstream 
of America series, (RS) 








The one-year experiment in prepublication cataloging began 
some months ago, but only one title listed in this issue car~ 
ries the message: "The Library of Congress has cataloged this: 
publication as follows:" 230 publishers are joining in this 
experiment, but not all of the titles being published by them 
will be cataloged in source. See Library of Congress-Process- 
ing Department, Cataloging Service, Bulletins },8 and 50, for 
complete information, 














Fiction and Personal Narrative 


Allen, Ralph, Peace River Country, 1958, 22lp. Doubleday, $3.75. 

A simply told family story that reveals a steadfast courage in the 
search for the Peace River country, This Canadian story has the 
quality of old tales in which families stay together and struggle 
against poverty, but still find a reward in sharing their problems 
and in making little pleasures for each other, A sad yet hopeful 
story for all library shelves, (RS) 








Anderson, Verily, Beware of Children, 1958, 256p, ey 
18.5 

This is a hilarious story of a temporary summer home for children, 
Although the publishers claim it to be true, I can't believe it 
hasn't been embroidered, Only a millionaire could stay solvent in 
this setting, where the lavish staff of servants is reminiscent of 
Dickensian rather than post-World War II England, Money pours down 
the drain, Take it with a few grains of salt, and you will relish 
every bright new episode, (HSB) 
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Auchincloss, Louis, Venus in Sparta, 1958, 280p, Houghton, 
$3.50, 

This sophisticated novel of sophisticated New York bankers and 
socialites pictures a middle-aged man in a spiritual and moral 
dilemma in which solution means destruction, The believable 
characters and top-drawer literary style will provide satisfaction 
and food for discussion for readers with broad tastes, (KD) 





Barclay, Daphne, Amedeo, 1958, 253p, Dutton, 33,50, 

A simple tale of a 13-year-old Italian boy's search for the mother 
he had assumed was lost in the war, His travels show him a world of 
love and hate and experience, of courage and strength, Warm and 
moving, (KD) 


Baker, Shirley, Swear by Apollo, 1958, 306p, Random, $3.95, 

Although the love interest adds little to this novel and the 
native belief in magic seems overplayed, there is a picture of the 
state of medicine during the Revolutionary period that recommends 
this story of voung Doctor Wcodbury's eagerness to learn how to 
live up to his oath, (8) 





Benchlevy, Nathaniel, One to Grow On, 1956, 2hlp, McGraw-Hill, 
23095. 

what happens when a young, unwed mother-to-be shares her problem 
with the other occunants of her New York apartment house? The in- 
volvement of these people with each other--their judgments, per- 
sonalities, concerns--creates 2 tastefully and wittily told story of 
the fruits of indiscretion, ‘The author is Robert Benchley's son, 


(KD) 


3 





Blythe, LeGette, Call Lown the Storm, 1956, 320p, Holt, 33,95, 

The story of the four generations (Negro and white) who were as- 
sociated with the Southern mansion, Holly Grove, brings to light 
various vroblems facing the Sovth, Miscegenation, segregation, and 
the liberal view are concerns of this readable novel, (RS) 





The Best American Short Stories 1958, edited by Martha Foley and 
David Burnett, 1955, 362p, Houghton, $h, 808 , 3 

The authors of the best stories are familiar to readers, but the 
magazines in which the stories appeared originally are the more ex- 
pensive publications and not the magazines of popular appeal, A 
necessarv library purchase, (RS) 





Brady, Charles A, This Land Fulfilled, 1958, 3h6p, Dutton, $3.95, 

The reader who is interested in accounts of the turbulent Vikings 
and their meeting with Christianity, the story of Leif Fricson's 
voyages, and the tales of Ireland will find pleasure in this novel 
that introduces a romance between the foster son of the Norse king 
and an Irish maiden and brings them to the "land fulfilled," Slow 
moving but absorbing, (RS 
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Dermout, Maria, The Ten Thousand Things, 1958, 2p, Simon & 
Schuster, $3.75. 
Such adjectives as exquisite and esoteric come to mind in describ- 

ing this novel of a Dutch family which has lived for generations on 

a bay in the Moluccas, Details are sensitively drawn, and, although 
the setting has a quiet cham, it is not until the end of the story 
that the reader is aware of the violence, the gamut of experience, and 
the stories within stories that are touched upon in this book, The 
novel, which was translated from the Dutch, is one to recommend to 
the discriminating reader, (5S) 





Fspy, Hilda Cole, Quiet, Yelled Mrs, Rabbit, 1958, 251p, 
Lippincott, $3.75. 818.5 

Although the similes are sometimes annoying, they are apt and add 
color to a breezy narrative of an active life of bringing up a family 
in the suburbs, A mother in a like situation will enjoy reading about 
similar experiences and some that are quite different, The bit on 
Conga, the donkey, is amusing and sad, too, as are all stories of 
pets, (RS) 





Forester, Cecil Scott, Admiral Hornblower in the West Indies, 1958, 
329p, Little, #h. 

Adventures in the service career are treated as episodes rather 
than developed into a novel, (RS) 





ay Paul, Mrs, ‘Arris Goes to Paris, 1958, 157p, Doubleday, 
$2.50, 

This is an answer to a lady's request for something short, enter- 
taining, and harmless, but it is disappointing to the author's fol- 
lowers, Ada Harris is a London char who has the stature to have 
dreams and to realize and evaluate them, and in this book she is the 
heroine of a fairy tale, (RS) 





Kavinoky, Bernice, The Mother, 1958, 216p, Rinehart, $3, 

In this moving story that says so much more than it tells, the 
reader leaves Della still holding to her dream that her son will 
become a doctor, Although the problem of a mother's ambition for 
her son is developed in a Jewish family situation, there is nothing 
to prevent the implication for all families, Della is a very likable 
i and her "papa" is a man to be remembered, For all libraries, 

RS 


Kimbrough, Emily, And a Right Good Crew, 1958, 273p, Harper, 
$3.956 91,2 

Two voyages on canal boats on the inland waterways of Britain 
provide the setting for the familiar misadventures in Miss Kimbrough's 
travel books, A gay, pleasant account which will live up to the 
expectations of those who read Water, Water Everywhere, (KD) 
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Kozol, Jonathan, The Fume of Poppies, 1958, 18lp, Houghton, 
o36 

This first novel by a 2l+year-old Harvard man tells of a pas- 
sionate, young love affair, largely in gross physical and emotional 
terms, Although told in very outspoken language, the story captures 
one of the experiences of maturing youth and a sensuous integration 
of experiences with the physical surroundings--Spain, France, 
Switzerland, the Maine woods, For an audience interested in serious, 
modern writing, (KD) 





Lancaster, Osbert, Here, Of All Places, 1958, 189p, Houghton, 
oh. 720.9 

This wry tour through architecture, from Greece through "Coca- 
Colonial," is illustrated by Lancaster's witty drawings and amusing 
comments, Not so light as to be useless for thumbnail sketches of 
various periods, but good fun for all, (KD) 





Lederer, William J,, and Burdick, Hugene, The Ugly American, 
1958, 285p, Norton, $3.75, 

A series of episodes involving diplomats, volunteers, servicemen, 
etc,, show the sorry state of U.S, relations with southeast Asia, 
The authors claim their stories are tvpical of actual events, Fast 
paced and lively (serialized in Saturday Evening Post), this book 
is thought-and discussion-provoking, Good for older readers, and 
teen-agers too, (KD) 








McGivern, William P, Mention My Name in Mombasa; the unscheduled 
adventures of an American family abroad, by »illiam P, McGivern and 
Maureen Daly McGivern, 1958, 312p, Dodd, 33,50, 818.5 

Gay entertainment and amazing experience with liberal sprinklings 
of interesting information make this good recreational reading for 
those who enjoy accounts of family jaunts, (RS) 





Murray, A, A, The Blanket, 1957, 192p, Vanguard, 33,50, 

In this story, simoly told in beautiful prose, Lepotane grows from 
a carefree South African lad to the awesome responsibilities of a 
tribal chief, Although he sees his family ties brutally cut, his 
love married to another, his old tribal ways doomed, Lepotane makes 
use of his time to observe and to consider until his answer becomes 
clear, (RS) 


Norway, Nevil Shute, The Rainbow and the Rose, 195%, 310p, 
Morrow, 33.95, 
The vehicle for telling the story may lend a littls confusion, 
but the adventure and romance associated with pilots and lands as 
far away as Australia make for easy and harmless recreation, A 

wholesome story with a cosmovolitan flavor, 





Randow, Heinz, Zoo Hunt in Ceylon, 1958, 23lp, Doubleday, 4, 
799.2 
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Collecting specimens for European zoos and circuses was the 
author's mission in Ceylon, Competent descriptions of wildlife, 
the countryside and the events of such a trip are the ingredients 
ofa — travel-adventure book, Young adults will enjoy it 
too, (KD 


——" Mary, Nine Coaches Waiting, 1959, 3l2p, Mill-Morrow, 
03! 0, 

Linda Martin, young English teacher, accepts the position of 
governess to a 9-year-old French count, The ugly realization that 
the count's life is in danger dawns on her as the suspense builds, 
The French chateau country setting, Linda's love affair, and an 
assortment of characters combine to make an above average tale for 
the less critical devotees of Daphne Du Maurier, (KD) 





Turnbull, Agnes Sligh, Out of My Heart, 1958, 158p, Houghton, $3, 
818.5 
Memories and vital experiences are shared here for the pleasure 
and comfort of the author's following, (3S) 





Uris, Leon, Exodus, 1958, 626p, Doubleday, 3,50, 

A novel that is the drawing together and retelling the story of 
the dream to build Israel through the main characters, a Christian 
nurse and a Palestinian agent who meet on Cyprus, It is rich with 
detail that is often gmesome, (RS) 


Wingate, Peter, Doctor Tom, 1958, 28p, Morrow, $3.75. 

Doctor-nurse stories have a certain appeal, but this book has an 
added factor of setting--East Africa, and this makes for adventure 
and complications, (RS) 


Briefly Noted--Worthy Titles for the Special Reader 


Canham, frwin D, Commitment to Freedom; the story of the Christian 
Science Monitor, 1958, U5hp., Houghton, $4.85, 071 

The editor gives a detailed and analytical "inside" picture of 
this imoortant newspaper, (RS) 





Parkinson, C, Northcote, The Evolution of Political Thought, 

1958, 327p, Houghton, $5, 320.9 
The author's statements and conclusions regarding political 

theory are condemned by some critics and praised by others; however, 

it is a book for the student of politics, (RS) 





Orwell, George, The Road to ‘Jigan Pier, 1958, 26kp, Harcourt, 
Sh 50, 331 

The first American edition of the famous author's searing commen- 
taries on English industrial workers' conditions in the 1930's and 
on socialism, (KD) 
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Copeland, Melvin T, And Mark an Fra, 1958, 368p, May 
50.7 





An unofficial accovnt of the growth and development of the 
Harvard Business School, (RS) 


Moraes, Frank, Yonder One World, 1958, 209p, Macmillan, $3.75, 
909 ,82 

Written by a native of India who has also lived in Western coun- 
tries, this book sets out to explain Oriental attitudes on the press- 
ing problems of today, It is a book for the serious reader and a 
valuable contribution toward working together, (RS) 





Martin, Henno, The Sheltering Desert, 1958, 236p, Nelson, $5. 
916,8 

The Namib desert of Southwestern Africa afforded shelter for the 
two German zeologists who sought escape from war, This is a report 
of their observations and how they managed to survive, (RS) 





Steinberg, Alfred, Mrs, R: the life of Eleanor Roosevelt, 1958, 
3384p, Putnam, 95, 921 

Although this book supplements Mrs, Roosevelt's autobiography in 
many ways, it seems to be a substitute for the genuine accounts she 
has written, (RS) 


Costain, Thomas B, The Three Edwards, 1958, 32p, Doubleday 
4,75. 9h2 

A popular, detailed, and colorful picture of English history from 
1272 to 1377 is presented here for the general reader in the third 
book of the series--Pageant of England, (RS) 





Frazier, Paul W, Antarctic Assault, 1958, 237p, Dodd, 4. 999 
A personal and dramatic account of the adventures involved in 
building bases for Operation Deepfreeze, (RS) 





Armstrong, Thomas, A Ring Has No End, 1958, U77p, Sloane, $4.95. 
By following the fortunes of the Kaivanovs, a novel of Russia 

from the days of the Crimean War to the 1920's is developed to reveal 

the social climate that made such bloody upheaval possible, (RS) 





Cabries, Jean, Jacob, 1958, 510p, Dutton, 3.95, 

Although this story follows that of Jacob in Genesis, this not a 
religious novel, The anachronisms often make it humorous, and Jacob 
as a begetter of sons and as a pawn for Leah and Rachel is not be- 
lievable as a man of his great destiny, However, there are stirring 
scenes of revelation, and the return home has the grandeur of an 
epic, An interesting reading experience for the mature person, (RS) 





Ullman, James Ramsey, The Day on Fire, 1558, 70lp, World, $5.95, 
"A novel suggested by the life of Arthur Rimbaud"--subtitle, Not 
fictionized biography but a long series of adventures that are based 
= ‘- poet's life and reveal his conflicts in a sympathetic light, 

RS 
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FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


Selected by Elizabeth Burr 











For Younger Boys and Girls 


Cole, William, ed, I Went to the Animal Fair, 1958, 5p, Illus, 
World, $2.75, 811,08 

An enchanting read-aloud collection of old favorites and less 
familiar animal poems in picture-book format, It is illustrated 
with charming black-and-white drawings by Colette Rosselli, an 
Italian artist new to United States publishing, 





Daugherty, James, The Picnic, 1958, 79p, Illus, Viking, $3, 
Subtitled "Afrolic in two colors and three parts,"this mouse 
family and lion story makes two truths playfully evident: people 
are really very nice when you get to know them better, and one 
good turn deserves another, Daugherty uses an interesting new 
technique in his illustrations, which are angular drawings that 

resemble cutouts yet are filled with movement, Ages )-8, 


Fvans, Katherine, The Man, the Boy, and the Donkey, 1958, [2ép,] 
Illus, Whitman, $2,25, 

The old adage, "if you try to please everyone, you please no one," 
is the theme of this simply told tale of the man and boy who try 
to sell their donkey on a trip to town, Illustrations, too, have a 
folk flavoi, Ages l-7, 





Gilstrap, Robert, The Sultan's Fool and Other North African Tales, 
1958, 95p, Illus, Holt, $2.75. 398 

A welcome addition of wise and humorous north African folk tales 
for the storyteller and for third to fifth graders to read them- 
selves, 





Helfman, Elizabeth S, Patsy Pat; a duck's story, 1958, 5p, 
Illus, Dutton, $2.50, 

"A happy combination of photographs (by Grete Mannheim) and text 
provide an animal pet story with enough suspense for the nursery 
age, as the duck's adventures lead him to the security of friends, 
love and a home..." Ages 3-6, Florence M, Hensey, Wausau Public 
Library, in Junior Libraries, 





Little, Mary E, Ricardo and the Puppets, 1958, Unpaged, Illus, 
Scribner, w2,50, 

Written and illustrated by a children's librarian in New York 
City, this is an entrancing and humorous picture tale of Ricardo, 
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an East Harlem mouse, and his adventures with the puppets in the 
Children's Room of the nearby public library, Ages 5-7, 


seeetees, Francoise, Chouchou, 1958, [3lp.] Illus, Scribner, 
$2.95. 

There is more narrative than usual in this gay Francoise picture 
tale of Chouchou, the little donkey whose hard life becomes golden 
when he is purchased by the photographer, then a mistake and jail, 
but he is rescued by his friends, the children, Delightful two- and 
four-color illustrations, Ages 8, 


Slobodkin, Louis, The Space Ship Returns, 1958, 128p, Jllus, 
Macmillan, $2,50, 

"Those who liked the first book about Fddie and his friends from 
outer space will enjoy their further fantastic, often humorous, 
adventures as they travel through the United States in an invisible 
space ship disguised as a car, Fills a need for science-fiction 
for intermediate grades,,, Will be read by advanced 3rd, average 
jth and 5th graders, as well as slow 6th graders," Florence M, 
Hensey, Wausau Public Library, in Junior Libraries, 








Zolotow, Charlotte, Do You Know What I'll Do? 1958, [26p,] 
Harper, library ed., $3.35; paper-covered bds, with cloth backbone, 
92.50, 

Good bedtime reading for the nursery age with Garth Williams! 
sensitively drawn pictures and simple, tender story of a little 
girl's questions and answers to her younger brother--all posed and 
answered to make him happy, Ages 3-5, 





For Older Boys and Girls 


Foster, Joanna, Pages, Pictures and Print; a book in the making, 
1958, 96p, Illus, Harcourt, 92.95. 655.h1 

Many adults as well as children will find that this is a valuable 
and interesting account of the process of bookmaking--beginning with 
the manuscript and ending as a book on the shelf of a bookstore or 
library, ready for its reader, The author, a former assistant 
editor of children's books, tells a complete and graphic story in 
words and line drawings, Grades 5 and up, 





Gomez, Barbara, Getting to Know Mexico, 1958, 6lo, Illus, 
Coward=-McCann, #2,50, Slice 

"Fine introduction to Mexico, Brief historical sketch, a glimpse 
into the everyday life, introduction to the important festival days 
all make this useful, Style is that of an enthusiastic traveller, 
just back from Mexico, telling the things about the countrv which 
would anpeal to children,,," Alice Hagar, Wisconsin State College, 
La Crosse, in Junior libraries, Grades l=6, 











65 


Lauber, Patricia, Dust Bowl; the story of man on the Great Plains, 
1958, 96p, Illus, Coward-McCann, 42,50, 631.45 

"A usually lucid and dramatic account describes the Great Plains 
region before the coming of the first settlers, traces the factors 
which caused the southern plains states to develon into a dust bowl, 
recounts what has been done to prevent further erosion to the land, 
and discusses new conservation methcds being sought by scientists 
today," Booklist, Grades 5-8, 


Robertson, Keith, Henry Reed, Inc, 1958, 239p, Illus, Viking, $3, 
This is one of the funniest stories of many a season, Robert 

MeCloskey's drawings perfectly complement the story of Henry, an 

all-American boy who at his school in Naples--his father is American 

consul there--is assigned as a summer project to make a report on 

"free enterprise," Visiting his uncle and aunt in New Jersey, Henry 

opens his own business in a barn and paints a sign: Henry Reed, Inc,, 

Pure and Applied Research, Before the summer is over, he and the 

girl next door and an assortment of animals have engaged in an astonish- 

ing number of wildly funny projects, Grades 5-8, 





Sharp, Edith Lambert, Nkwala, 1958, 125p, Illus, Little, $3, 

"The traditional manhood trials of an Indian boy, the migration of 
his tribe to escape from a drought-stricken land, and their averting 
of war with the tribe whose territory they invade are components of 
an unusual Indian story, The courage of the boy, Nkwala, and the 
dignity and wisdom of his people--the Salish Indians who lived in what 
is now Washington and British Columbia--are deeply felt in the poetical- 
ly told but nonetheless gripping story," Booklist, Grades 5-8, 


Weller, George Anthony, The Story of the Paratroops, 1958, 18kp, 
Illus, Random, $1.95. 940,53 
An easy-to-read and high-interest title for boys from 5th to 9th 
grades, written by a foreign correspondent, Beginning his story with 
the early days of parachute jumping, the author devotes most of his 

book to the role of the paratroops in World War II, 





For Young People 


Archibald, Joe, Catcher's Choice, 1958, 188p, Macrae, $2,75, 
A fast moving and credible story of a boy, inhibited by his father's 
attitudes, who is determined and wins success in the major leagues, 





Derleth, August, The Moon Tenders, 1958, 196p, Duell, $3. 

The village of Sak Prairie and the Wisconsin River are the background 
of this lively story of Steve Gendron's and Sim Jones' building of a 
raft in the summer of 1922 and floating down the river, some 0 miles, 
to Bogus Bluff, Instead of the Winnebago buried treasure that Steve 
had read about in a history book, it was counterfeiters that the boys 
became involved with in the cave, An entertaining story for boys of 
12-16, 











Durell, Ann, My Heart's in the Highlands, 1956, 7212p, Doubleday, 
52,95, 

"A storv of junior-year-abroad collere life at St, Andrews Uni- 
versity in Scotland, Its picture of Amcrican Jill's adjustment to 
the natural difficulties of a very different university svstem and 
new student mores has tne reality of actual experience,,, A full 
account of Jill's term holidays with student friends in switzerland 
and Cornwall rounds ovi the picture of a college vear, well written 
and pnercentive,,,'' Virginia Haviland in Horn Book, 





Latham, Jean Lee, Young Kan in a Hurry, 1958, 235p, Illus, 
Harper, -32,95, 921 
A dramatic oresentation of Cyrus W, Field's climo to success in 
the business worlac and varticularly the projecting, promoting, and 
finally successful layine of the first Atlantic cable, Grades 6-9, 





Meyer, fdith Patterson, Dynamite and Peace, 1958, 298p, Illus, 
Little, 33,50, 921 

The strange contradictions of the man who invented anu made millions 
from the sale of high explosives and who endowed the vrizes that bear 
ois name for science, literature, and peace makes this biography of 
Alfred Nobel a fascinating title for junior ana senior high readers, 





Parsons, Tom, How to Make Earthworms Pay, 1958, 126p, Abelard- 
Schuman, -i3. 639.9 

A step-by-step manual on the raising, tending, and harvesting of 
worms, which also gives practical suggestions for record keeping, 
packaging, and selling, 





Perry, John, 17 Million Jobs, 1958, 236p, Whittlesey, $2.95, 
371.25 

Subtitled ‘The story of industry in action," this vocational 
guide offers an informal introduction to factory work and to the 
wide variety of careers available in industry, The author pays 
particular attention to the place of women in industry, the present 
need for scientists, engineers, and technicians, and the future 
effects of automation on skilled versus unskilled labor, 





Ritchie, Rita, The Golden Hawks of Genghis Khan, 1958, 1911p. 
Tllus, Dutton, $3, 

In the time of the great Genghis Khan, the lad, Jalair, determined 
to win back the remarkable strain of falcons, stolen at his father's 
death, and to avenge his father's death, goes fron Samarkand into 
the land of the Mongols, Jalair's adventures, the mystery of the 
hawk and thunderbolt design, and the final disclosure of his identity, 
plus the vigor and historical accuracy of the author's presentatiou, 
make a story rich in the color and spirit of the 13th century which 
will appeal to the junior high reader, Mrs, Ritchie lives and writes 
on Washington Island, 
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Speare, Elizabeth George, The Witch of Blackbird Pond, 1958, 
249p. Houghton, 33, 
Sixteen-year-old Kit Tyler, coming from sunny Barbadoes to the 
bleak and uncompromising Connecticut of 1687 to live with her only 
remaining relatives, rebzls against the grim, duty-ridden life and 
the bigotry she finds, Woven into her friendship with an old Quaker 
woman, which culminates in a dramatic witch trial for the two of them, 
is the story of Kit's growing understanding of the courage and strength 
of New England character and her romance with the Captain's son, 
Excellent characterization, a well developed theme, and realistically 
drawn background make this an outstanding book of 1958, 





Stolz, Mary Slattery, Second Nature, 1958, 280p, Harper, $2.95, 

Perceptive seventeen-year-old Anne Rumsen presents an introspective 
but often amusing story of adolescent attitudes and emotions for 
mature older girls, 





— Marguerite, Song tor a Lute, 1958, 160p, Illus, Dutton, 
92.9 e 

"Here is a pleasant and effective means of comprenending some of 
the complexities of mgland's turbulent fifteenth century, Mrs, 
Vance centers on the career of the lovely Anne Neville and her poignant 
attachment to Richard, Duke of Gloucester, who became King Richard III 
eee Lhe proportion of discussion of history here seems greater than 
in the author's earlier biographies of great queens and directs the 
book to more serious young readers, To them it offers real delight," 
Virginia Haviland in The Horn Book, 








Wibberley, Leonard Patrick O'Connor, Wes Powell, 1958, 216p, 
Ariel Books, Farrar, $3, 921 

Subtitled "Conqueror of the Grand Canyon," this is an authorita- 
tive and exciting biography of a great explorer, naturalist, 
geologist, conservationist, and public servant, It reveals the one- 
armed Powell as a dedicated man of great moral and physical courage, 
Grades 7-9, 


Wilson, Barbara Ker, The Path Through the Woods, 1958, 182p, 

Criterion, $3.50, 
How much viecin' a quilt is like livin' a life is the viewooint 

trom which this retrospective and oftentimes nostalgic story is 

told, written by an editor for an English publishing firm, the tale 

centers around a quilt which is used by a young nurse descendant 

of theFielding family, as occupational therapy for one of her patients, 

The pieces of the quilt are used to introduce the members of the 

ancestral Victorian family, It is particularly the story of the 

oldest daughter, Sophia, who in the 1850's astonishes her family 

and friends by wanting to vecome a lady doctor, Grades 7-10, 
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Professional Books 


Larrick, Nancy, A Parent's Guide to Children's Reading, 1958, 
283p, Doubleday, #2,95, 

You will want this title in the "hard cover" edition for permanent 
use in your collection of books for parents interested in children's 
reading, as well as calling to the attention of parents for their 
own purchase the paper-bound edition for 35 cents (Pocket Books, Inc,), 








For Readers of ‘‘Other Lands and Other Times’’ 


Breetveld, James, Getting to Know Alaska, 1958, 6p, Illus, 
Coward-McCann, $2,50, Grades 4-6, 917,98 





-----, Getting to Know Lebanon, 1958, 6lp, Illus, Coward- 
McCann, $2,50, Grades ]-6, 915,69 





Buchanan, Freda M, The Land and People of Scotland, 1958, 128p, 
Illus, Lippincott, 32,95, Grades 7-10, 914,21 








Edelman, Lily, Israel: new people in an old land, 1956, 2068p, 
Illus, Nelson, 32.95, Grades 7-12, 915,69) 


Friedman, kstelle, Digging Into Yesterday; the discovery of ancient 
civilizations, 1958, 1060p, Tllus, Putnam, 42,95, Grades 5-8, 571 





Gidal, Sonia, My Village in Norway, 1958, 75p, Illus, Pantheon, 
$3.50, Grades )=6, 91,81 





Gunther, John, Meet South Africa, 1958, 232p, Illus, Harper 
$2.50, Grades 7=10, 916.8 





Hoffman, George W, Life in Furope; Austria, 1958, 160p, Illus, 
Fideler, 33,28, Grades 5-7, 91), 36 





Lobsenz, Norman, The First Book of West Germany, 1959, 66p, 
Tllus, Watts, 1,95, Grades -/, 9,3 ,087 





Savage, Katharine, The Story of the Second World War, 1958, 27lp. 
Illus, ‘Jalck, 3h. Grades 6-12, 9,053 





Tompkins, Stuart R, Alaska, 1958, 128p, Fideler, 33,28, wrades 
5-7. 917.98 


Von Hagen, Victor W, The Sun Kingdom of the Aztecs, 1958, 128p, 
Illus, World, 32,95, Grades 7-9, Ohi ee 





For the Mystery Lovers 


Berna, Paul, The Horse Without a Head, 1958, 1680p, Illus, 
Pantheon, 32.75, Grades 4-7, 
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Bowen, Irene, The Stolen Spoon Mystery, 1958, l12hp, Lippincott, 
$2.50, Grades 6, 





Griffin, Velma, Mystery Mansion, 1958, 172p, Illus, Westminster, 
$2.95, Grades l-/, 





Honness, Elizabeth, Mystery of the Wooden Indian, 1958, 188p, 
Illus, Lippincott, 2,50, Grades 4-6, 





Pilkington, Roger, The Missing Panel, 1958, 236p, Illus, St, 
Martin's Press, 32,95, Grades 6-0, 





Smith, Nancy Woolcott, Hurricane Mystery, 1958, 22lp, Illus, 
Coward-McCann, j3, Grades 4-6, 





Sterling, Dorothy, The Silver Spoon Mystery, 1958, 233p, LTlus, 
Doubleday, #2.95, Grades h-6, 





Whitney, Phyllis A, Secret of the Samurai Sword, 1958, 206p, 
Westminster, $2.95, Grades 6-5, 





For the Young Scientist 





Barr, George, Research Ideas for Young Scientists, 1958, 1h2p, 
Tllus, Whittlesey, $3, Grades 5-6, 500 


Branley, Franklyn Mansfield, The Nine Planets, 1958, 77p. Illus, 
Crowell, 33, Grades 6-9, 523.4 





Gallant, Roy, Exploring Chemistry, 1958, 120p, Illus, Garden 
City, paper-covered bds,, $2.95; prebound, 50 cents net extra, 
Grades 6-9, 50 





Ley, Willie, Space Travel, 1958, wp, Illus, Guild Press; dis- 
tributed by Simon and Schuster, $2,253; paper-covered bds,, gl, 
Grades 59, 629 .1),353 





Meyer, Jerome Sydney, Machines, 1958, 63p, Illus, World, $2.50, 
Grades )=8, 621 


Newell, Homer Edward, Guide to Rockets, Missiles and Satellites, 
1958, Sip, Illus, Whittlesey, 32.50, Grades 7-10, 623.451 





Pine, Tillie S, Magnets and How to Use Them, 1958, 7p. Tllus, 
Whittlesey, $2,50, Grades 3-5, 537 





Poole, Lynn, Ballooning in the Space Age, 1958, 160p, Illus, 
Whittlesey, 33, Grades 6=9, 629,132 
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Riedman, Sarah Hegal, Men and Yomen Behind the Atom, 1958, 228p, 
Illus, Abelard-Schuman, 93, Grades 9-12, 925.3 








Schloat, G, Warren, Andy's Wonderful Telescope, 1958, 8p, Illus, 
Scribner, $2.75, Grades h-5, 535,8 


Zim, Herbert Spencer, Shooting Stars, 1958, oly, Jllus, Morrow, 
$2.50, Grades 5-8, 523.5 





Have You Seen: 


Campbell and Hall, Inc,, list "At Home in the Universe," Pre- 
pared by Flva Jean Hall, Co-ordinator of Library Services, Newton, 
Massachusetts, This bibliography of science books for primary 
through junior high ages has been revised in a 1959 edition, 


Reading for +ffective Living, The proceedings of the International 
Reading Association Conference held in Milwaukee, 1958, is pub- 
lished ana distributed by Scholastic Magazines, $2, Norma Rathbun's 
"Helping Parents Find the Right Books for Children," Paul witty's 
"The Readinz Consultant's Role in Helping Gifted Children," the 
sections on "Fostering Personal Development Through eading," and 
"Understanding and Helning the Poor Reader" are all good reading 

for children's librarians, 





The Milwaukee Reader, February 2-5, 1959, in which Doris Moulton, 
Central Youth Library, Milwavkee Public Library, writes on "Match- 
ing Kooks," It is oased on the theme that by reading related 
books, adult and juvenile, a family can share reading experiences 
in a delightful and stimulating way, The sugrsested titles are 
grouped in such categories as "Family Funnv Bone," "Yesterday in 
America," and "Adventure in Space," 





The Beatrix Potter illustrations that are available from Frederick 
Warne & Co,, Inc,, 210 Fifth Ave,, New York, 10, The set of four 
includes Peter, Tom Kitten, Squirrel Nutkin, and Jemima and costs 
bl e 0 e 





% % 3 2 





Please make this correction. On the last line of the first para- 
graph on page 469 of the November-December, 1958, issue of the 
Wisconsin Library Bulletin, please change ‘‘36’’ to read ‘‘536.’’ 
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